Baltimore Tools: Marc Epstein

Keepers: Chester Taylor and Roy Williams
With one of the many keeper surprises, Marc opted to take the heavily hyped and potential breakout star Roy Williams over the higher rated, coming off his best season, Santana Moss (much to the delight of Scott Watson). I like Roy a lot, so I will say it’s a good move. After two injury plagued years of having to deal with Joey Harrington throwing him the ball, I think this will be the year Roy Williams finally steps up and dominates. He’ll miss a few games (2 or so), but he’ll be good for double digit TD’s and a top 12 WR ranking.

I like Taylor and thought he would be a nice sleeper RB (like LaMont Jordan was last year). Then I saw him play and I’m not impressed. It is only preseason, so I’ll maintain my original thought on him. He plays behind a great line (Ask Shaun Alexander how good Steve Hutchinson is), coached by a run oriented coach, can run and catch, has fresh legs since he has never started. All signs point to a productive first year as a starter. 

Grade: B (Even though I’m biased and like the two picks, they are both unproven and I would not be surprised if they both became huge busts, therefore lowering the grade slightly).
Draft:

QB: Trent Green (8th Round) – Typical Marc move. Take the old veteran over a young up and comer. If you look at Green’s past stats, he’s a 4,000 yard guy, good for at least 25 TD’s and a high octane scoring team. But that was before Herman Edwards came to wrech the day. Expect a lot of dunk passes and even more running plays under Herm’s conservative offense. Also realize that Eddie Kennison and Samie Parker strike as much fear in opposing defenses as Jarrett does to Rich Kiss when they are trying to pick up the same girl (Quote courtesy of Rich Kiss). He was the 8th QB drafted (10th including keepers) and that is too early to me. I would have rather had Drew Brees or Drew Bledsoe, or even Ben Roethlisberger.  
Kelly Holcomb (15th Round) – If it wasn’t bad enough that he waited until the last round to take a backup QB, he took a backup QB as his backup QB. JP Losman is the clear starter (and he’s even looked pretty good so far). Of course, Marc did drop Holcomb for Kerry Collins the day that I wrote this. 
Grade: D 
RB: Chester Taylor (keeper)

Clinton Portis (3rd Round) – Marc had the first bad draft spot going at #3 after the two RB studs went off the table. If Portis didn’t have his injury, then that distinction would have passed onto Parker at #4. Since there are doubts on whether that shoulder will hold up, Marc found himself with a very tough choice - Edge or Portis? I would have gone with Portis also. If healthy, he is clearly a top 5 RB. If not, he will just be hurt this year, but he’ll come back to form in 2007 (keeper). He’s also much younger than Edge.

Maurice Morris (10th Round) – I like Morris. He’s a very good player who, if given the chance, would be a very productive starting RB. Problem is he is not the starter and sits behind the very durable and capable Shaun Alexander. Obviously, if Shaun goes down, then he becomes very valuable. But that is far too much of a hope and chance to rest your entire bench on and to gamble on that in the 10th Round, is too much. If Marc had taken taken Morris in the later rounds (13-15) as a #4 RB, then I wouldn’t hate this pick as much as I do. But in my eyes, it’s too early to take a backup to a guy you don’t even have on your roster.

Duce Staley (12th Round) – He would have some value if he were taking Jerome Bettis’ role as the goal line guy, but it looks like the Steelers will let Parker get those. So, his value is limited to a Parker injury.

Overall I don’t like the two guys he took for bench spots when he clearly has an injured starter who may or may not hold up. Instead of taking Morris, he would have been better suited to take TJ Duckett as a handcuff even if it would have been the 7th round.   
Grade: C (Thanks largely to the man from the “U”)
WR: Roy Williams (keeper)
Lee Evans (4th Round) – A 3rd year receiver who has shown glimpses the past two years. He is a deep threat who is now the #1 WR on his team thanks to the trade of Eric Moulds. Problem is the team he plays for is still the Buffalo Bills. I like him and think he was taken right around where he would be (maybe could have fallen to the 5th round). A solid #2 fantasy WR. 
Muhsin Muhammad (7th Round) – Going into the middle rounds I think it’s wise to pick players who are #1 on their teams depth charts. Muhsin is the man for the Bears, so you know he will play. He will never match the numbers he had 2 years ago for Carolina (when he played out of his mind for the Tools – hey, Marc remembers), but he is still a TD threat who could see increased value if Griese takes the job from Grossman. Either way, a solid #3 WR who will be inconsistent.
Ashley Lelie (9th Round) – A guy who, for some reason, people think has increased value because of a trade. Lelie essentially went from being the #3 WR on the Broncos (a better passing team) to the #3 WR on the Falcons (a horrible passing team). Combine that with the fact that Lelie has never lived up to the expectations and is madly inconsistent; and consider me not a fan. However, if you are looking for a bright spot, he does have the highest yards per catch of all WR’s the past two years. So he’ll catch a few long ones, some for TD’s, which will help. Just don’t expect a lot of catches (PPR). 
Eric Parker (11th Round) – A solid if unspectacular #2 WR for his team. He doesn’t catch many balls (those go to LDT, Gates, and even Keenan), but he will have some solid weeks where he grabs a TD and has like 60 yards. He also has Philip Rivers throwing to him, who is very questionable. A good bench guy and spot start if you can guess the right weeks.
Grade: B (A starting lineup of Roy Williams, Lee Evans, and Muhsin is pretty solid)
TE: Todd Heap (5th Round) – A guy who I think is in for a big year. Also another guy with previous years of experience on a Tools roster. Marc likes to keep it in the family. McNair likes to throw to the Tight Ends and Heap is definitely a big target. Taken about where he should be during the so-called “Tight End run” in the 5th and 6th rounds. 
Grade: A- (Expect 70 catches, 850 yards, and 7 TD’s)
K: David Akers (14th Round) – The right year to take him (as opposed to last year). He is coming off a down year where he was injured, which means he’ll bounceback. He still has the leg to kick 50 yarders, he is accurate, and plays for a team that may have difficulty getting into the end zone.  
Grade: B+
DEF: Chicago Bears DEF (6th Round) – I don’t believe any defense is worth taking this early. Many factors are included; one major one being that the top defense from the previous year does not always finish as the top defense again. Expect a down year, plus there are always surprise defenses. I mean I picked the Bears D off waivers last year. Way too early in my book, but I like their special teams, and at least they get to play the Packers twice. 

Miami DEF (13th Round) – I like this pick much better. Miami is a nice sleeper who people have forgotten because the stars have aged somewhat. But Taylor and Thomas are still outstanding and Nick Saban knows how to run a defense. If Miami is competitive (11 wins is predicted), then I expect them to be a very good defense (Just ask Navid). Also, I think Marcus Vick will be a pretty special team’s guy and Wes Welker is one of the best punt/kick returner’s.
Grade: A- (Would be an A, but I don’t like taking defenses early nor do I like taking two defenses. Waste of a bench spot especially if you have the #1 ranked defense).
Bench: Pretty weak up and down. QB was until he picked up Kerry Collins. WR and RB don’t have the depth. Defense is deep though.

Team Strengths: DEF
Team Weaknesses:  Bench, QB
Key to Success: If Trent Green can continue his 4,000 yard and 25 TD streak (hey, Pennington had one good year under Herm Edwards), Portis doesn’t re-injure his shoulder and comes back to form, and Chicago lives up to the standard it set for itself last year.
Overall grade: C+ (Not a fan of picks 8 through 15, and we all know that is where championships are won)
