Brock’s Bandits: Chris Brockman 
On a completely random note: Brock I have to say it. The whole messing up the pile of stickers wasn’t funny and absolutely unnecessary. I will say this to anyone who thinks Brock is a (insert bad word), he was trying to be funny. It failed. I still love Brock. You should too.
Keepers: Tom Brady and Rudi Johnson

I’ll admit it, I was wrong about Brady a year ago (you don’t know how difficult it is for me to admit that. I am never wrong. That whole Nate Burleson thing last year. Typo. Julius Jones/JJ Arrington – someone else must have revised it after I sent it over to Marc.) Anyhow, Brady is now the 2nd or 3rd best QB in fantasy. He doesn’t even need elite skill players around him, he makes everyone else better. He spreads the ball around like its peanut butter (ok, that doesn’t make sense, but I’m going on the 18th hour writing this up and I don’t care anymore). Rudi is one of the best after contact running backs and a top 7 fantasy player at his position. The only thing I don’t like is the schedule. It’s pretty tough, but he’ll be fine. He has scored 12 TD’s the last two years. He’ll be right around there again this year. 

Grade: A- (A solid cornerstone for a playoff caliber team)

QB: Tom Brady (keeper)

Ben Roethlisberger (10th Round) – A great pickup as a backup QB. Honestly, I could see him being a #1 QB even though the team is typically a run-heavy offense. I think without Bettis around, they will pass a little more. Ward is Ward, but look for Heath Miller to make a big jump this year. I also like Cedrick Wilson as a TD threat. I see a lot of 200 yard games with 2 TD’s, equally an above average fantasy stat line.

Grade: A

RB: Thomas Jones (3rd Round) – A bit of surprise this early, with Benson still in the picture, but I think it’s a pretty good pick. Thomas Jones was great last year, going over 1,300 yards. The team and coaches favor him over Benson. But like I said in my analysis of Benson, Cedric is being paid too much to not play. Expect some type of time share. I think he could have waited on Thomas Jones for another round or so or went with someone that was not involved in a RBBC. 

Samkon Gado (9th Round) – (Was dropped for Michael “The Burner” Turner) The feel good story of 2005. I can’t seem to get a good report on Gado’s status. He’s either the #2 RB or the #3 RB behind Green and Davenport. Sure, both are injury concerns. I could see him playing at FB and being a blocker since Henderson got hurt. 

Ryan Moats (13th Round) – He had a few good games last year after Westbrook got hurt. He is similar in style to him too, but with Buckhalter back, I don’t see much value here. Although Westbrook does get hurt every year and Buckhalter injury history is worse than DeShaun Foster.

Grade: C+ (I think Brock could have done better.  With where he drafted, I would have gone Frank Gore in round 3 and Chris Perry as one of the backups to handcuff Rudi Johnson).

WR: Plaxico Burress (4th Round) – A solid #1 WR who isn’t much different from all the other WR taken this round. He gets a ton of looks from Eli and has vowed to do some big things after working hard during the offseason. Look for 80 catches, 1,200 yards, 7 TD’s.

Drew Bennett (5th Round) – Brock knows what’s up. CONTRACT YEAR. Now, I’ll admit I liked him a bit more when Billy Volek was at QB. We all remember those 2-3 games down the stretch back in 2004. But he’ll still put up some decent numbers with Kerry Collins whipping the ball. A solid #2.

Isaac Bruce (8th Round) – I’m not big on Isaac Bruce. He was great a few years back, but his prime has come and gone. He’s slower, coming off a bad injury, and looking over his shoulder at Kevin Curtis. Curtis will either overtake him or Bruce will get hurt again. This is way too high to take Bruce.

Antwaan Randle El (11th Round) – Always good for a trick play or two, but nothing special as a pass catcher. He is #3 behind Moss and Lloyd (#4 if you count Cooley), so I just don’t see a lot of looks. He’ll have to get his points through trick plays and punt/kick returns. 

Bobby Engram (14th Round) – A really good possession guy for Matty Hasselbeck. I like him as a bench guy who can fill in and get you some points by catching 5 passes for 50 yards. Even with Burleson in the picture. Just don’t expect a lot of TD’s.

Grade: B- (No great #3 WR. Bennett may take a hit in value with Collins instead of Volek).

TE: Ben Watson (6th Round) – Some people are going to say this pick is too early. I don’t believe that. Watson is going to have a breakout year. Now I do think Brock could have waited a round or two and still gotten him, but if you really want a player, why wait and lose out on him (I mean look how that worked for me?). Whether Deion Branch comes back or not, Scott’s distant cousin is going to get his looks. If Deion doesn’t, then Ben Watson value skyrockets and the man is going to pull a Ben Coates impersonation.

Grade: B+

K: Lawrence Tynes (15th Round) – Good kicker on a team that may kick a lot of field goals.

Grade:  B

DEF: Carolina (7th Round) – Was there any question Brock would take the 2nd defense? Carolina is loaded with talent and is typically one of the top 2 or 3 ranked defenses every year. A good pick that you can play week in and week out, without worrying if they are up against a good offense.

New York Giants (12th Round) – Then on top of that, he was able to snap up the Giants defense as a backup. I like the Special Teams unit much more, but they definitely have playmakers on the defensive side and made some big transactions in the offseason.

Grade: A

Bench: As usual, Brock likes to secure a backup QB and Defense instead of shoring up his bench RB and WR. 

Strengths: QB, DEF

Weaknesses: Question marks at #2 RB and WR, #3 WR. Bench depth in case of injury to RB and WR.

Keys to Success: Thomas Jones wins the starting spot. Drew Bennett pulls an Adrian Beltre and whips out a sick contract year season. Ben Watson lives up to hype. 

Overall Grade: B+ (I don’t like the bench, but he’s got some top quality talent at QB, RB, and Defense and that will be enough on some weeks to overcome the other weaker spots. Basically if the weaker spots produce, that’s like icing on the cake.)

