Canton FC: Josh Lukin
Keepers: Willis McGahee and Derrick Mason
Other than being a borderline #1 RB and #1 WR, this is not a bad start as far as keepers go. Both will play and don’t have much in terms of competition for their spot. Problem is they both play for bad teams, although Baltimore could surprise thanks to McNair who helps Mason’s value go up. Mason will get a ton of catches and decent yards, expect something along the lines of 90 catches, 1,100 yards, and 7 TD’s. McGahee is a stud, but he plays behind a bad line and on a team that lacks a quality passing game. He will have over 1,200 yards, but the TD’s may be lacking and reach up to around 6 or so.

My prediction was that he would keep Dominic Rhodes and handcuff him with Joseph Addai. 

Grade: B (Solid guys who will consistently score at least 10 points a week).

QB: Matt Hasselbeck (4th Round) – A good pick in the fourth round. The man helped Naivd win the title last year with a lot of 3 TD games towards the end of the season and he won’t score too many single digit days. In my opinion, he is the 3rd best QB (after Peyton and Brady) because he doesn’t come with the baggage or question marks that some of the other top 10 QB’s do. He plays for a winning team in a weak division, has a stud RB to take the pressure off of him, and the Burleson addition will help. Now what I don’t like about him is this; 1) Darrell Jackson is an injury risk waiting to happen. 2) Jeremy Stevens is out the first 6 weeks or so. 3) He is related to Tim.

Philip Rivers (13th Round) – A nice sleeper pick late in the draft as his backup QB. There are mixed opinions on him, but there were also mixed opinions on Carson Palmer when the Bengals went with him over Jon Kitna back in 2004. You just can’t pay a guy that much money and have him sit on the bench. Rivers still has LDT and Gates, so weapons are at his disposal. I would not rule out a similar stat line to Drew Brees last year. Then again, I wouldn’t be surprised if he pulled a Ryan Leaf and beat up a dozen reporters.

Grade: A- (a solid veteran with a youngster with huge upside)

RB: Willis McGahee (Keeper)

Reggie Bush (3rd Round) – I was a bit surprised he let Peyton fall past him, but Bush is a solid pick with great value in 2007 and 2008 when he will surely be kept. He may not live up to the hype this year, but Deuce will not be around for long. He will be inconsistent as he learns that he can’t dance around everyone like he did in college, but he will also go bananas by kick returning a 99 yarder or taking a swing pass and going the distance. He is far too talented to not get at least 20 touches a game and even though he may have some bad rushing games and may lose out on goal line carries, the overall total yards will be there in the end. A good #2 RB who will, without a doubt, become a stud #1.

Laurence Maroney (7th Round) – A very good mid-round pick with lots of potential value if one or two things fall his way. I was surprised he lasted that long. In most leagues he would be gone by the 4th or 5th round. You know the leagues where RB’s are favored and go off the board quickly. Not our league where people take TE’s before RB’s (Yes, I’m bitter). While I’m in the minority and don’t think Corey Dillon will get hurt, Maroney will get some touches and is a great keeper option, because Dillon is on his way out. 

Chris Perry (11th Round) – A very good #4 RB who is very good catching out of the backfield (better than Rudi), so he will get some touches. Plus if Rudi goes down, he immediately steps into a great role on a high scoring team. When you look at handcuffs, he is one of the top 5 must handcuffs (surprisingly, our league doesn’t follow that common theory. People in our league handcuff other team’s players or don’t even bother with bench RB’s at all. No, I’m not bitter). 

Grade: B+ (A lot of potential, upside, talent, whatever word you want to use. Keepers are there, but the outlook for 2006 may not be that good thus bringing the grade down a bit.)

WR: Derrick Mason (keeper)

Eddie Kennison (6th Round) – He is the #1 WR on a well known high scoring team coming off his best year ever. But he is old, they throw much more to the RB and TE than the WR, there is no real #2 WR opposite him to scare defenses, and I have my doubts whether he is a legit #2 fantasy WR. On top of all that, throw in Herm Edwards into the mix.
Brandon Stokely (8th Round) – A guy who I don’t understand why he gets pick so early, if at all. Yes, you read that right. Stokely is not the guy he was 2 years ago when he racked up over 1,000 yards out of the slot position on the run and gun Indianapolis Colts. He had a very bad year last year and I think that is what you can expect from him again this year. The possibility is there, because the Colts will throw more since Edge is gone, but there are so many guys to go around to (Marvin, Wayne, Clark, Utech, even the two RB’s) and I just don’t see 8th Round value here or a guy you want as your #3 fantasy WR.

Michael Clayton (9th Round) – I like him much better and would play him instead. He suffered from the sophomore jinx last year after an outstanding rookie year. I don’t see him duplicating either of those seasons, but expect something in between as Chris Simms blossoms into a star QB. Let’s say 65-70 catches, 900-1000 yards, and 5 TD’s.

Cedrick Wilson (12th Round) – Another nice sleeper pick. People forget about him and assume Santonio Holmes is the #2 WR on the Steelers, but Wilson is the guy and a legit red-zone threat. He seems to have a nice chemistry with Big Ben and really came on late last year and in the playoffs. Good depth with the potential spot start.

Corey Bradford (14th Round) – For those of you that don’t know. He is the #2 WR on the Detroit Lions. Not Charles Rodgers. Not Mike Williams. Bradford gets to play the Isaac Bruce role in the new Mike Martz run and gun offense. I don’t think he’ll put similar numbers, I mean we’re talking about Corey Bradford, but he is a decent possession guy. (After I wrote this, he was dropped for Wes Welker).
Grade: C+ (Not a big fan of Kennison and Stokely as #2 and #3, but good bench depth)

TE: Jeremy Shockey (5th Round) – Shockey finally started to play up to his ego last year, but he is still not the major TD threat on the Giant offense. He does get a lot of catches. His major downside is he plays so recklessly, that he always gets dinged up here and there. He’ll miss a game or two. Still a top 4 TE, but in my opinion there won’t be much that separates him from say Heath Miller or Ben Watson, who could have been had in later rounds.

Grade: B (good value and was taken where he should, but the TE position has so much depth, I think he could have waited and beefed up his receiving core instead).

K: Matt Stover (15th Round) – Stover is a good kicker, just like half the other kickers. Ravens should be able to move the ball better this year with McNair instead of Boller, so he’ll get his field goals.

Grade:  B

DEF:  Baltimore (10th Round) - Josh has three Ravens on his team. I don’t know if this was on purpose. Just pointing it out. Either way, what use to be the best defense has fallen in recent years. They still have talent (Lewis, Reed, etc) so they could kick ass again. I’d say they were taken right around where they should have been, which is much better than the year Josh took them in the 4th Round.

Grade: B

Bench: Good depth at WR, some backup RB’s who could find themselves with the starting job, and an up and coming QB. Very good job building up the bench with the later round picks.

Strengths: QB, TE.

Weaknesses: RB’s are a year away, some question marks at WR.

Keys to Success: McGahee regains his 2004 form, Bush plays like USC Bush (to steal the phrase from Jay Cantor). Micheal Clayton plays like a rookie again. 

Overall Grade: B- (A lot of question marks and young players)

