Five Second Stare: Jay Cantor

First off, let’s give Jay a round of applause for rocking the pink outfit all draft. That’s just Jay being Jay and you gotta love him for it. Some may think it’s gay, others may have had impure thoughts, but we can all agree on one thing. Half of us would never do something like this, because we’re too concerned about being laughed at. But Jay doesn’t care and that’s a good quality to have.

Keepers: Joey Galloway and Nate Burleson 

Not as bad as you think, considering where he started (I will be saying that a lot). Galloway had a great year and practically saved Jay’s team last year. If Simms takes the final leap towards the upper echelon QB’s, then expect another good year. I just don’t see him matching last years numbers with Clayton and Alex Smith taking away some looks. He’ll still be good for 70 catches, 1,100 yards, and 8 TD’s. I actually like Burleson, but I liked him last year too. So, I’m sorry Jay. He’s going to be another bust. Just kidding, I think he’ll catch all those TD’s that went to Joe Jurevicius last year. I also have a sinking feeling that Darrell Jackson will miss some time like last year (sorry Nick) and Nate the not so great will step up.

My prediction was that he would keep Tatum Bell.
Grade: C+ (Not bad, but definitely not keepers)

QB: Marc Bulger (7th Round) – Bulger was taken in the 4th round last year and didn’t lose anything other than a coach, so this is great value. He still has the weapons in Holt, Bruce, and Curtis. Like I told Scott, who later told Jay, Bulger will be fine. Losing Martz might mean they throw less, but it also means he’ll get better protection (he was sacked like a gazillion times last year). Better protection equals less chance of injury, which means more games played. Therefore over 12 games he’ll have the same stats that he had over 8 games last year. Get that? Basically, the numbers will be there in the end and expect to see Bulger healthy finally. Trust me, Linehan is a good coach with a very good offensive scheme. Gus Frerotte did well at Miami last year, and Bulger is 10 times better than Frerotte. (Remember the name Joe Klopfenstein, a sleeper tight end that will be used in Linehan’s system. Look what he did for Randy McMichael. Of course, just like TJ Houshmandzadeh, you must learn how to spell and pronounce Kloftenstein).

 Brett Favre (12th Round) – Now, I’m going to say something that would get me killed in Green Bay. Favre is not worth a draft pick anymore. He’s not even a #2 fantasy QB (#3 at best). The guy is a “gunslinger” who throws the ball to the other team just as much as he does to his own team. The Packers will not be any better this year, the WR core is still bad other than Driver, and the RB’s are question marks. I see another year similar to last year. You don’t want a QB who has a TD:INT ratio of 1:1 or a guy who can rack up negative points for you. Listen there are some guys who have the names and you remember the good times (Bonds in baseball, Alonzo Mourning in basketball, and Brett Favre in football), but that doesn’t meant they still have fantasy value. I’d rather have Charlie Frye (actually I do like Frye. Somebody pick him up.)

Grade: C+ (A for Bulger, D- for Favre, What does that average out to Math teacher?)

RB: Reuben Droughns (3rd Round) – A guy who won’t excite you and win the league for you, but he is the definite starter. He will get the carries and he did help Dave go to the championship game last year. He will ring up a lot of yards, but the TD’s will be few and far in between (He only scored 2 TD’s last year, and not until week 10). Plus, the injuries to all those centers will affect the starting O. Line. I think he was taken too early and would have dropped to the next round or two. I would rather have Dunn or Gore, but hey Jay likes Droughns. I guess as long as he isn’t a wide receiver. Although I really wanted to see Jay take Torry Holt and test the curse out once and for all. 
Cedric Benson (5th Round) – A nice sleeper pick who since the draft has lost a lot of value. I like Thomas Jones more and more (so do his teammates), but the bottom line is Benson gets paid too much money not to play (see Philip Rivers). He will get a chance and he definitely has the ability. If he starts producing on the field, people will forget his off field stuff. If he wins the job, Jay got a steal. If he loses the job, Jay wasted a 5th Round pick. A possible mid-season play, but not a week one play. Which is why he took…

Deuce McCallister (6th Round) – The guy really fell after being kept for three years. He is the forgotten man with Bush getting all the pub, but Deuce will still get carries and most importantly, he’ll get the goal line touches. I see a Jerome Bettis stat line while Bush plays the Willie Parker role. Jay needs to hope Deuce can hold the fort while Benson works his stuff out. Good value at this round.

Fred Taylor (8th Round) – Funny how much can change over the course of 6 hours. The guy was arguably a worst draft choice than his backup (Greg Jones), and fell behind other backups (Maroney, Addai, etc). Then Jones got hurt, Jason Sherman took a step out on the ledge and wondered if he should change his team logo to add variety to next year’s toilet bowl, and Fred Taylor saw his stock rise a bit. He’ll get his carries, but look out for Maurice Drew. LaBrandon Toefield is not the answer. 

Grade: I’m going to give JC a B for where he got the value and considering where he started. 

WR: Joey Galloway and Nate Burleson (keeper)

Donald Driver (4th Round) – The perfect final/complimentary piece to his two keepers. He now has the two borderline #1 WR in him and Galloway. Driver is the only guy Favre looks at. He gets a ton of catches, yards, TD’s in garbage time. I see a similar stat line to what he had last year (80+ catches, 1,200 yards, 5TD’s)

. 

Braylon Edwards (9th Round) – Much like Jarrett, Jay got the guy he wanted to keep. Braylon will be a star. Mark my word (I know receivers.). I just don’t see him coming back right away and being effective. He’s look good in pre-season, but those knee injuries take time to recover from. A good mid-season and/or 2007 keeper option.

Marty Booker (10th Round) – He is the #2 WR on a Dolphin offense that looks potent, and he had the 1,000 yard season like 15 years ago. I’m not a fan, but he’ll get some yards and some catches. But I think he might be Jay’s “Droppy”. 

Travis Taylor (14th Round) – Another guy whose value went up thanks to Koren Robinson. Taylor is a decent possession guy who will fight with Marcus Robinson, Troy Williamson, and Jermaine Wiggins for receptions. A quality guy to have on your bench and use as a spot start.

Grade: B+ (Driver and Edwards are nice additions to his keepers, giving him good depth and balance of established veterans and youngsters).

TE: Vernon Davis (11th Round) - How should I put this? This pick is SEXY. A real sexy pick. I like him. The guy is an athletic freak. But, history is not on the side of rookie TE’s. Look at Heath Miller or Jeremy Shockey. It usually takes a year or two. Expect some TD’s, but also expect some empty days. Plus he plays on a bad team with an awful QB. Coincidentally, he drafted the other…

Alex Smith (13th Round) – I like him as a sleeper TE. He showed flashes last year and I think he’ll play a bigger role this year. Why am I writing this? The guy was dropped the first night so he could pick up a kicker. Dumbass!!!!!

Grade: C+ (I don’t think rookie TE’s produce in year one. But he is still sexy.)

K: Jay is gutsy (as evident by his pink outfit), and went with the popular draft approach of not selecting a kicker. If it works out for him, next year he won’t select a defense either. Year by year, he will continue to do this until he ends up picking an entire roster who play the same position. 

Grade:  A 

DEF:  Philadelphia (15th Round) – Waited for the defense unlike some people, Jay was able to find a good one who is tough and has some very good players (Howard, Dawkins) but they play a tough schedule. 

Grade: B

Bench: Great depth at RB who will all get a chance to play, good depth at WR, but bad QB. 

Strengths: Considering where he started to the 4 RB’s he drafted, he was able to turn that into a strength. His WR core is balanced too. Tough to call them strengths, since no one will blow you away, but once again, considering where he started…

Weaknesses: Kicker (just kidding). Injury concerns (Bulger, Braylon) and playing time concerns (Deuce, Benson). 

Keys to Success: One of his RB’s steps up to compliment Droughns (never thought I’d write that sentence). Bulger plays at least 14 games. He picks up a kicker (hey, accomplishing 1 out of 3 is good for week before the draft).

Overall Grade: Considering where he started, I give him a solid B.

Finally tally on how many times I wrote “Considering where he started”: 5

