Inching Worms: Parker Deay

Keepers: Larry Fitzgerald and Marvin Harrison.

Locking up his WR core with two top 6 wideouts is nice, but no RB’s is a concern. Fitz enters his 3rd year, which typically signifies breakout, but he already broke out last year. Expect another 95 catches, 1,350 yards, and 10 TD’s. Marvin is Marvin. People say he’s a step slower, age is catching up to him, that Reggie Wayne will surpass him. Blah, blah, blah. He’s still Peyton’s favorite target, one of the best route runners in the game, and on the same page with his QB like no other WR in the game (just ask Eli how much he would kill for that with Plaxico or Shockey). Expect 80 catches, 1,200 yards, and 11 TD’s

Grade: A- (No A, since he had no RB’s to keep)

Draft:

QB: Jon Kitna (10th Round) – You know somebody was going to take the gamble. All the signs are there. Mike Martz offense. Roy Williams at wideout. One good year when he was with the Bengels. No reason to believe he won’t repeat and be a breakout QB, right? High risk, high reward. I would have taken him as a backup, b/c there is no solid #2 WR on the Lions, but if he starts the whole year, he could put up 3,500 yards and 20 TD’s. A big IF. Which is why he took…

Byron Leftwich (11th Round) – Fantasy owners love Byron for some reason. Yet he has never thrown for more than 3,000 yards or 15 TD’s in a season. He has the tools, but it just never happens. Maybe this is the year, but with Jimmy Smith gone and the fact that he is not very accurate is a cause for concern. 

Grade: C (That’s a lot to ride on Kitna)

RB: Edgerrin James (3rd Round) – I would have taken him too, but I wouldn’t have felt good about it. He’s older, playing behind a bad line, and has not looked good so far in pre-season (he rushed for like 1 yard on 7 carries in 3 games). But he is still a threat that opposing defenses has to pay attention to, surrounded by elite skill players, so defenses can’t just put 8 in the box like they do against Buffalo. Overall, a guy who was taken right where he should have been, who will put up numbers, but nowhere near what he put up at Indy. 

Ahman Green (5th Round) – I really like this pick. A lot of people forgot about him, but he has an excellent skill set as a running/receiving threat. Just two years ago he was a top 5 RB. Plus, the biggest reason I like him: CONTRACT YEAR!!! Now if the Packers could only get back that old offensive line. (After I wrote this up, I heard that Green is being held out the rest of preseason for some thigh injury.)

Joseph Addai (6th Round) – A good value pick in the 6th Round who could turn out to be a good keeper option in ’07. I don’t like what I see so far though. Not a great runner (Rhodes is actually better), but a very good blocker. Too bad blocking is not a fantasy category, although with the way out league is headed it will be by next year and each block will be worth 17 points. The ROFFL scoring system………gotta love it (I’m going to get some hatemail for that comment).

Tatum Bell (8th Round) – Very good value for the 8th Round, albeit a definite non-starter. He will be very frustrating to own. The kind of guy who gets 9 carries for 120 yards and 2 TD’s the week you bench him, then runs for 8 carries and 9 yards the week you play him. In other words, very inconsistent, will only get 8-12 carries a game playing behind Mike Bell and maybe even Cedric Cobbs later in the season. Just ask Jay Cantor. 

Grade: B+ (A good mix of veterans and youngsters. All worth the gamble and taken right about where they should have been. Too bad the “Parker RB curse” will happen again and 2 of the above names will get injured. For more info on the “Parker RB curse”, see Davis, Stephen. Henry, Travis. Jones, Julius.) 

WR: Larry Fitzgerald and Marvin Harrison (keeper)

Joe Horn (4th Round) – A decent risk worth taking as his #3 WR. He is the #1 WR on his team, but without a good #2 WR (Goodbye Donte Stallworth, hello Marques Colston?), and coming off an injury-plagued year. Don’t forget this is a man that consistently racked up 1,000 yard seasons. He is a borderline #1 fantasy WR, so to have him as a #3 complimenting Fitzgerald and Harrison, that’s just sick.

Antonio Bryant (9th Round) – Again, a player who would normally be at least a #3 fantasy WR on most teams is Parker’s bench WR (#4). Adds very good depth and can fill in case of injury, bye week, or if Parker decides to trade one of his top 3 wideouts. Bryant may play for the 49er’s, but he’s still the team’s #1, and has seen his stats go up for 3 consecutive years. How is the 49er’s situation any different than the Browns last year, and he still put up a thousand yard season. He’ll get his yards.

Doug Gabriel (13th Round) – A quality guy to have on the bench who can see a boost in value if Porter decides to be a baby. Gabriel can step in and be a good deep ball threat for Aaron Brooks. Wait, scratch that. I forgot who was passing him the ball. Terrible pick. Just terrible.

Grade: A+ (One the best, if not the best, WR core in the league).

TE: Randy McMichael (7th Round) – Another one of those mid-tier TE’s (ranked 6-12 at the position). He puts up similar numbers every year and I see a slight increase this year as Daunte likes to throw to the TE a lot (Hello Jermaine Wiggins). Solid pick at about the right round.
Grade: B+

K: Ryan Longwell (15th Round) – He was the guy I wanted and whom I think will do very well this year. The move to Minnesota (dome stadium), plus the fact that I see Minnesota being competitive but not scoring a ton of TD’s will mean a top 10 kicker ranking for the former Green Bay Packer.

Grade: B+

DEF: New England (12th Round) – What a surprise, for the 52nd year in a row Parker has the New England defense. I can’t tell if New England is a nice sleeper group or a unit that use to be good, but still gets by on name recognition. I mean Junior Seau is not the answer. They have talent (Bruschi, Seymour, Harrison), but it’s old and the secondary always seems to get hurt. No doubt, Belicheck is a genius and the defense will be competitive (plus they get to play the Bills and Jets 4 times a year), but I’m not sure NE is a top 10 Defense anymore, which is what a 12th round pick on a defense should be.

Grade: B-
Bench: Potential RB replacements on the bench. Good depth at WR. Two QB’s who could play.

Best Draft Pick: I’m going out on a huge limb here, but I’m going to say its Ahman Green. I could see a bounce back year (similar to Curtis Martin a couple years ago) just when people question if he has anything left.
Worst Draft Pick: Going to be bold again and say Edgerrin James will not produce like a #1 RB nor a first round worthy draft pick. I just don’t like the situation there and it seems like every year the Cardinals are going to be good. Until that happens, I have my doubts. 

Team Strengths: WR

Team Weaknesses: QB (will either one step up as the #1?), RB (can they stay healthy?) Def (which New England team will show up?)

Key to Success: If Kitna becomes a poor man Kurt Warner/Marc Bulger under Mike Martz. If Edge is able to revitalize the Arizona run game. Ahman Green stays healthy and regains some of his 2004 form. Joseph Addai gets the starting job and makes people forget Edge. 

Overall Grade: I’m going to give Parker a solid B+ (I realize I wrote a lot of weaknesses, etc), but they are all calculated risks that Parker took and he backed them up with solid replacements if they don’t pan out. Plus you know Parker will make a trade if he has to. Then again, everyone seems to love Parker’s team and draft, so I’m going to knock his grade down to a C- just for the hell of it and because I can. Someone needs to put him in his place. 

