New Jersey Jacobins: Dave Allocco 
A big congratulations to Dave. For all of you that were hoping he would ask you, too late. I am the chauffer for the big night. Score!!!

Keepers: Tiki Barber and Randy Moss 

Does everyone remember the Clinton Portis for Tiki Barber trade a couple years back? I’d guess it’s safe to say, surprisingly, Dave got the better end of the deal. Tiki may not repeat his astonishing numbers from last year, but expect top 4 RB’s stats. He is the key to the entire Giants offense. Moss was a bit of a surprise. I (along with others) thought he would keep Droughns. I personally wouldn’t want any piece of Randy Moss. I don’t like what I’ve seen or what I’ve read. The Raiders will stink and Brooks is terrible. Of course, the top 10 talent is there and he is the deadliest man in the red zone (just throw it up) and going deep (just watch him throw the arm up and let it fly).  

Grade: B+ (I’m not a big fan of Moss and think he’ll have another down year).

QB: Donovan McNabb (5th Round) – A great pickup. People underestimate McNabb (and I’m not even a big fan of his) but he is still the heart and soul of that team. He’s proven he can put up numbers with or without a certain #81. Donte will help the receiving core. LJ and Westbrook are always there. McNabb will consistently put up 250 yards with 2 TD’s.

Michael Vick (11th Round) – Finally, someone didn’t draft Vick as a starter. After 3 years people are finally learning. He is talented, amazing to watch live, and a winner. But none of that translates to great fantasy stats. A good backup in case anything were to happen to McNabb.
Vince Young (15th Round) – A bit or a surprise. I don’t think he will play much this year. In our league, is he really a keeper option? If he does plays, I don’t think he’ll pull another Rose Bowl performance out of his hat. One thing that was said about him that I think bests describes him. He is a running QB that only runs a 4.5 40. Vick runs a 4.3 40. In other words, he isn’t running away from defensive players in the NFL and I don’t care how strong he is, Ray Lewis hits you in the knees, you’re going down. 

Lastly, I found it funny that Dave drafted McNabb, Vick, and Young. He’s missing Randall Cunningham. 

Grade: A- (Good starter and good backup).

RB: Julius Jones (3rd Round) – A curious pick ahead of some sure-fire starters such as Frank Gore and Kevin Jones. Julius has to fight the injury label and Marion Barber. The Cowboys will run the ball and we all remember the sick performance Jones put up against Seattle on MNF two years ago. If he could ever reach that level again, stay healthy, and fend off Barber, then this pick is a steal. Otherwise, you’re looking at a running back committee as your #2 fantasy RB.

Michael Pittman (10th Round) – Another curious pick as the only bench RB. Sure, he gets his catches (he may have the best hands on the team), but he won’t get carries unless Cadillac goes down (which isn’t out of the question). Still not what you want to ride your entire bench on given the uncertainty of Julius Jones and Tiki Barber’s age. 

Grade: C (no depth)

WR: Randy Moss (keeper)

Andre Johnson (4th Round) – A guy everyone seems to like, but who has only had one good year (79 catches, 1,142 yards, 6 TD’s). No great year. Not even close to being considered elite. Yet, he is sickly talented and the addition of Moulds should take some pressure off of him. If Kubiak can help David Carr figure it out, then Johnson may finally have that break out season Parker has been predicting since 2003. 

Joe Jurevicius (8th Round) – A good veteran receiver who catches a lot of TD’s. He’ll provide good consistency for the Browns offense, but I don’t see him putting up numbers like he did last year at Seattle. Not someone I’d want to ride with as my #3 fantasy WR. A spot starter and good bench player, at best.

Kevin Curtis (9th Round) – I like him much better, and sooner or later, he will take the #2 WR job at St. Louis. He’s speedy and gets a lot of long TD passes. He’ll be manning the #3 WR spot for Dave by mid-season. Just remember, Bruce is a veteran that garners much respect. So, if he’s healthy, he will be the #2 and the greatest show on turf is no longer there. Expect more running plays. Curtis doesn’t have the potential like last year, but he’ll be an adequate #3 nonetheless.

Chad Jackson (13th Round) – Same with Santonio Holmes. I’m not a big fan of rookie WR, they never play up to expectations. It always takes a year or two. Plus, he is the #3 on the Patriots, who are famous for throwing it around to like 17 different people. He’s another “droppy”.

Grade: B (Nobody scares me, and Andre Johnson hasn’t earned the rep he has. He’s like Josh Lucas (star of Glory Road). Lots of hype, poor box office). 

TE: Alge Crumpler (6th Round) – Like McMichael and LJ Smith, Crumpler is one of the mid-level TE’s. He’s Vick’s favorite target and a flat out behemoth. Apparently, Dave was not satisfied, which is why with his next pick, he took…

Jason Witten (7th Round) – Stat wise, on an equal level as McMichael. Despite T.O.’s presence, he’ll still get looks and touches, so the numbers will be there. I don’t think it was necessary to pick two TE’s back to back. But hey, Dave’s got the bye week covered. Although wouldn’t it be funny if he didn’t pay attention and they both had the same bye week?

Grade: A (for talent), B+ (for strategy – you can’t play both, he’ll end up trading one for less than they are worth). 

K: Neil Rackers (14th Round) – I was surprised Rackers wasn’t taken earlier based on last year’s performance. I would take him right around here, but I do wonder if all those FG chances he got last year will become TD’s this year thanks to the addition of Edgerrin James. Also, if you look it up, you’ll find an interesting stat. The #1 kicker is never the #1 kicker the next year. Sometimes not even top 10. Think about it (Vanderjagt?)
Grade: B

DEF:  Atlanta (12th Round) – They added John Abraham, but lost Ed Hartwell for some time. A normally stout defense with some really good players (Kearney, Hall). Taken a bit early for only a top 12 Defense. 
Grade: B- (taken too early, before NYG and Denver)

Bench: Good depth at QB and WR. No depth at RB. OUTSTANDING DEPTH AT TE.

Strengths: QB, TE

Weaknesses: RB

Keys to Success: Tiki being Tiki. McNabb puts up stats like he did w/o T.O (circa 2003). Julius Jones is the starter and stays healthy. Moss finds some motivation. Andre Johnson lives up to the hype.

Overall Grade: B+ (A solid starting lineup up and down. Could use another RB.)

