Nomads In The Deep: Navid Sadri 
Before I get into my analysis, let me say this. People question some of Navid’s draft day decision. I see it more like he was mocking the rest of us. He has two amazing keepers and could take certain luxuries with his team. It was like he was saying “F*ck it. I’m the two time champ. I’m gonna draft 18 WR’s and 9 RB’s and worry about the rest later.” 

Another thing. Apparently, I was a little harsh on his team last year and he said I better say nice things this year or else. Then he and Scott proceeded to beat me up in the bathroom. That is why it took me 20 minutes to draft Ernest Wilford in the 6th Round. 

Keepers: Larry Johnson and Steve Smith

What else is there to say? Arguably the best RB and the best WR in fantasy football and he gets to keep them for another year. Wouldn’t you be a bit confident going into the season? Wouldn’t you draft the entire Dallas offense? Wouldn’t you handcuff your WR, when others don’t even handcuff their injury prone RB’s? There is reason to be concerned. Smith is nursing a hammy injury, which could linger. LJ lost Willie Roaf on the line, which I don’t think will have the negative effect that some analysts believe. The biggest reason I would be concerned is this; from what I can remember, whenever a player comes off a record breaking career year, they tend to dip a little in the stats the following year (see Peyton Manning 2004-05, LDT 2004-05, T.O, etc). Now I’m not saying it’s a trend and there are some players who defy my statement. I’m just mentioning it.  

Grade: A (There is a reason he is the champ)

QB: Drew Brees (10th Round) – Following his strategy from 2005, Navid waited to take a QB. Brees is a top 10 QB if the shoulder is healthy. There is a little risk and a bit of a wait and see, but considering where he got him and who was taken before him, this is a quality draft pick in this round. Worse case scenario, he flips the ball to Reggie Bush who runs it 90+ yards for the TD. Hey it still counts as a pass.

Steve McNair (11th Round) – I’m surprised he lasted this long. I know he’s old, often questionable on the injury report, and on a new team. But I see the change in scenery as something that revitalizes him. He has weapons in old friend D. Mason, T. Heap, and up and coming M. Clayton. If the run game is in tact and effective, which is key to McNair’s success, then this is another steal as a backup QB and an 11th Round pick.

Grade: B+ (there are some concerns and question marks with both).

RB: Larry Johnson (keeper)

Frank Gore (3rd Round) – A guy I loved coming into the draft. The guy is a workhorse, the unquestioned starter (although Maurice Hicks is not a bad handcuff), and a good Yards Per Carry (YPC) guy. A great compliment to Larry Johnson. The only question with him is whether he can stay healthy. I think he will.

Dominic Rhodes (7th Round) – CONTRACT YEAR. Joseph Addai has yet to take the starting job (see what I wrote about Addai in Parker’s team page), and will get carries. I would not rule out him taking the job, but I see more of a time-share similar to Mike Anderson/Tatum Bell last year in Denver where both were practically 1,000 yard rushers.

Chris Brown (8th Round) – Another CONTRACT YEAR guy. There are some rumors that he has lost the starting gig, but until Jeff Fisher confirms it, I don’t buy it. Brown is injury prone, but if he finds a hole, he’s gone. He is really good at getting long runs, just not great on those short yardage situation. He is unhappy and wanted out, but it doesn’t look like he’s going anywhere with the Jets trading for Barlow instead. That bad attitude hasn’t made teammates and coaches happy with him and supposedly he is not as good a blocker as Travis Henry and they did just sign Kerry Collins (who is not mobile). Brown is a guy I liked a lot more on draft day, but there has been a lot of negative buzz about him since then.

Vernand Morency (12th Round) – With the injury to Domanick Davis, Morency could turn out to be a steal. It’s either him or Wali Lundy. The supposed reports say that the staff doesn’t like how he dances around as opposed to Lundy who makes one cut and runs. They will split carries for now, but this is a situation to monitor. Whoever wins the job could become a nice fantasy producer in Kubiak’s brilliant run scheme.

Grade: A- (Good depth and he still does have Larry Johnson)

WR: Steve Smith (keeper)

Terrell Owens (4th Round) – Even before I did my mock draft, I just knew T.O. was falling to Navid and that he would be ballsy enough to take him. This can only go two ways: Either it will be huge or it will ruin his team, like he has done to me in the past two years. If T.O. pans out, it’s scary to even write it, but he and Steve Smith would dominate. Navid wouldn’t even need to play a third wideout. As a self-proclaimed T.O. expert, here is my take on him. He’s on his best behavior in year one. After that, it’s a crapshoot, but I wouldn’t advise keeping him. T.O. is a lot smarter than he looks and wants his money. However, when he first became an Eagle, I remember much more good news coming out of camp and preseason. There hasn’t been much good news this time around. I’m not sure what to make of it and none of us would be surprised if he just woke up one day and punched Bill Parcells in the nuts. With that said, I know he will play week one and do something special and I would not want to be the Philly Secondary the two weeks they play him.  

Rod Smith (5th Round) – I was joking that Navid shouldn’t confuse Rod Smith with Steve Smith when he was selecting his keepers and he ended up drafting him. See how much influence I have on the champ. All kidding aside, I like this pick. Rod Smith is the kind of consistent veteran you want on your team. Someone who will produce week in and week out. A great #3 wide receiver.

Terry Glenn (6th Round) – Although some have questioned this pick, I think it’s pretty smart to handcuff T.O. I mean I would have been better served if I had Reggie Brown last year when T.O. got suspended. With T.O. you never know, so best to cover yourself. Besides Glenn will produce either way. It’s not like he’ll be lost in the shuffle if T.O. does play and he’s shown great chemistry with Bledsoe.

Reche Caldwell (9th Round) – A decent sleeper pick here. Depending on what Deion Branch does, Caldwell could end up the #1 WR for the Patriots. He won’t put up astounding fantasy stats, because of their tendency to spread it around, but he’ll produce enough to garner a #5 fantasy WR spot.

Grade: A (Good depth, Potential to be the best WR core in the league, and at worst he still has Steve Smith and we don’t).

TE: Jermaine Wiggins (15th Round) – A good pickup for the last round. Wiggins is a catching machine. He’ll get his 50, maybe even more now that the Minnesota passing attack is in disarray without Koren Robinson. Besides we all know Navid is going to get Jason Witten somehow.

Grade: B- (He could have taken someone earlier instead of that 17th WR). 

K: Shayne Graham (14th Round) – Great kicker on what could be the highest scoring team in the league.

Grade:  B+

DEF: Redskins (13th Round) – A quality defense that will finish in the top 12. They still have some playmakers (Sean Taylor, Springs), added some high price talent (Archuleta), and Gregg Williams is supposedly a defensive guru. Then again, they play in the NFC East. 
Grade: B

Bench: Good backup QB, Ridiculously good depth at WR and potentially at RB.

Strengths: TE, WR (with or without T.O.)

Weaknesses: None (and that is a scary thought for the rest of the league who doesn’t want to see a three-peat)

Keys to Success: If T.O. is on his best behavior, Navid just might run away with this league. If not, then it actually might be competitive. Frank Gore does need to play up to hype and potential. Brees must show no ill effects of the shoulder injury. Most important, LJ and Steve Smith better come close to last year’s number.

Overall Grade: A (Still the team to beat until someone knocks him off).

