Nose: Jarrett Blass
Quick note: Jarrett the whole talking trade, then backing out, then talking again does not help you in your quest to gain respect from the league. Be thankful Parker is a reasonable man.
Keepers: Steven Jackson and Anquan Boldin

A lot of people thought he was going to keep Carson Palmer, but Jarrett made the right choice in keeping Anquan. The guy is a stud in our league, thanks again to the PPR (Did I mention I hate this?). It doesn’t matter who throws to him, nor how good Larry Fitzgerald is, or the addition of Edgerrin James. Anquan will get his 100 catches. He doesn’t get as many TD’s, but like I said, good thing we have a PPR league. Of all the running backs ranked in the 6-11 span (Cadillac, Ronnie Brown, Rudi, LaMont, Edge) I like Steven Jackson the most. I just see a breakout season for him. He’ll get the touches in Linehan’s system and not be wasted like he was in Martz’s system. I think at the end of the season, Jackson will be the 5th ranked RB in fantasy (after LJ, Shaun, LDT, and Tiki).

Grade: A (a stud RB and a stud WR. A very nice start).

QB: Carson Palmer (4th Round) – How do you like that? He was able to keep Boldin and still get the guy he really wanted to keep. Jarrett has repeatedly said he would have Carson’s child if he could (Ok, I made that up I think, but would it surprise you if he did say that?). I have varying opinions on him. Right before the playoffs started, Palmer was looking like the real deal. Possibly the best fantasy QB (even better than Peyton) and a sure-fire keeper. Then that horrific injury and 8 months later, we’re wondering which Palmer shows up. He looks fine in practice, played well in his preseason game, but remember two things. 1) It was Green Bay. Jay Cantor could throw 3 TD’s against that defense if he had Scotty Watts, Navid Sadri, and myself at wide receiver (Bad example. us three are like Jerry Rice, Steve Largent, and Art Monk) but you get the point 2) At this point, it’s all mental. What happens when he lines up against Ray Lewis and Baltimore or the Steelers again and Joey Porter is mocking him about the injury? My prediction is, he’ll be shaky the first few weeks or so. Then regain his form after that. 

Aaron Brooks (10th Round) – Jay Cantor, Scott Watson, and myself have had the dubious honor of having Mr. Brooks on our team, and we would like to report that he f*ckin sucks. 

Matt Leinart (13th Round) – Despite my belief that you don’t need 3 QB’s and that Leinart will not produce this year, this is not that bad a pick. I could see Jarrett drafting Leinart the day Leinart was drafted 10th by Arizona. It’s all in Jarrett’s psychological fantasy football profile that I wrote up for him. Leinart is NFL ready (unlike other rookies), playing behind a QB who gets hurt as much as DeShaun Foster (wait, I have both of them. Crap.), and has talent surrounding him (minus the O. Line). He could be a decent play down the stretch. 

Grade: A- (Did I mention Aaron Brooks sucks? Otherwise, I’d give him an A)

RB: Steven Jackson (keeper)

Corey Dillon (5th Round) – I like to consider myself an expert on Dillon. He was on my team the past three years (only one being good). There are a few things you need to know about Dillon 1) As long as he isn’t driving to the game, he’s good to go 2) he is old 3) but he has a chip on his shoulder 4) he will lose touches to Maroney 5) but he’ll still be the goal line back. So what does all that mean? Well I don’t forsee the impending injury a lot of people expect and I see Dillon focused and ready to prove doubters wrong. So he’ll play 16 games and finish with like 12 TD’s, but maybe 950-1000 yards only. Maroney is too good and he is the future. He will play enough to cut into Dillon’s totals.

TJ Duckett (8th Round) – All depends on Portis’ injury. If Portis is fine and can play, TJ loses a lot of value and is basically a goal line threat only. But if Portis misses a game here or there, TJ’s value skyrockets b/c he would fit nicely into Al Saunders offensive scheme. A good hedge pick that could really pan out.  

Grade: C (No depth, no sure fire bench replacement, a questionable #2 RB)

WR: Anquan Boldin (keeper)

Torry Holt (3rd Round) – Mr. Consistency. I know I use the word consistency a lot, but the discussion starts and ends with T. Holt. He will always produce for you. Expect 10 points every week on catches and yards alone. Throw in the TD’s he gets every other week, and you’ll know why he’s earned the title. The first WR to go at the 7th pick (that’s great value), who probably should have went before Droughns and Bush under normal circumstances.

Keyshawn Johnson (6th Round) – I don’t get the lovefest with Keyshawn. I mean, I know he’s playing with Steve Smith and all that. But it’s not like you don’t know what you’re going to get with Keyshawn. 60-70 catches, 800-900 yards, and the occasional score. Nothing to brag about. 

Donte Stallworth (7th Round) – A bad pick that turned out to be a steal. He went from being an underachieving, disliked #2 WR for the New Orleans Saints, to being the clear cut #1 WR on the Donovan McNabb led Eagles. Now that doesn’t change my opinion on him, I still think he is just a shade (classic B. Yeung name drop) better than Ashley Lelie. A long ball threat that really catches most of his passes for over 20 yards. So he may crank out the long TD every now and then, but he will never get those 10 yard first down catches that move the chains, which count for a lot in PPR leagues. 

Amani Toomer (11th Round) – Jarrett said, “Hey, gives me a reason to watch the Giants” after he picked him. That’s letting your heart pick instead of your head. Toomer is 2 years past his prime and probably the 4th option on the Giants attack. He’ll get some catches here and there, but nothing special. A decent 5th WR for the bench.

Grade: A (Matching up Holt with Boldin is scary. Throw in some luck with the Stallworth trade and he has good depth at the bench.)

TE: Kellen Winslow (9th Round) – Three years later and we’re still waiting for the man to change the TE position forever. So far, nothing. I still don’t expect much, because of the team he plays for, and he’s coming off knee injury. But he is insanely talented, has a chip on his shoulder with something to prove, and supposedly spent the offseason in Cleveland (as opposed to going back to the “U” like some other Miami players) with Braylon Edwards and Charlie Frye building a chemistry that will be important going forward. Everyone take a cue from Peyton, Marvin, and Reggie. 

Dallas Clark (12th Round) – I don’t like drafting two TE’s, but Clark is a good backup option. Everyone thought he would blow up last year after Marcus Pollard left, but he is injury prone and Peyton likes to throw to the other TE’s as well (Utecht and Fletcher). He’ll get a few looks here and there, but he won’t be the great TE some expected. 

Grade: B

K: Jeff Reed (14th Round) – Same as every other drafted kicker. Top 10 at the position.

Grade:  B

DEF:  Dallas (15th Round) – Word is this defense is going to be good. DeMarcus Ware is a beast. Roy Williams is nasty. Parcells is a defensive kind of guy. There are some question marks, which is why they aren’t elite level, and they play in the NFC East. A good pick this late that could surpass expectations.

Grade: B

Bench: Great depth at WR, weak at RB, only man to carry 3 QB’s, one of the few to have 2 TE’s.

Strengths: WR, Starting QB. 

Weaknesses: RB (#2 and bench).

Keys to Success: Dillon stays healthy and fends off Maroney. Palmer plays like 2005 and forgets the knee injury. Portis goes down and TJ starts. 

Overall Grade: A- (Except for the RB, a solid draft for Jarrett. He has at least one stud at the QB, WR, and RB position. His other players can compensate for the lack of RB depth). 

