OC Beach Ballers: Scott Watson
I had the distinct honor of sitting next to Scott this year. You could tell it was a bad move. First off, I separated Scott and Navid (AKA 1 and 1A). You could see the fury in Scott’s eyes as I placed my binder next to him (along with my egg sandwich from Dunkin Donuts that took 10 minutes to make). I would like to apologize to Scott for ruining his draft experience. I told him to keep and draft the wrong players. Gave him bad advice and player tips, and potentially ruined any hopes he has of winning the title. The fact he was able to overcome all this and draft as well as he did astounds me.
(Please, are you kidding me. Me and Scotty Watts talking fantasy football? That’s like if Einstein and Isaac Newton got together and exchanged ideas.)
Keepers: LaMont Jordan and Brian Westbrook

Right off the bat, Scott had a last minute change of mind and took several minutes to make his keeper choice. LaMont was a no-brainer (or was it?), but after Dave kept Moss instead of Droughns, Scott had second thoughts on Westbrook. He really wanted Chris Chambers and he knew the geek sitting to his left (me) would take him first. But with some convincing from myself and against his better judgment, he kept Westbrook for the final time. Bottom line, Scott has two top 15 RB’s, a nice solid foundation for his team, and remember both of them have increased value with the PPR rule.

Grade: A- 

QB: Daunte Culpepper (6th Round) – A nice risk/reward pick here. Culpepper is motivated, looks healthy, and has weapons (Chambers, McMichael, Brown). A repeat of his MVP worthy season in 2004 is not out of the question. What I’d be afraid of is him trying to do too much. Coming back too early, getting pushed too hard and suffering a setback. 

Jake Plummer (10th Round) – Great bench option in case Culpepper doesn’t pan out or gets injured again. Plummer really came through last year and played within himself. Of course a lot of it is predicated on that running game. Which Bell will step up? Of course the other question is how will he react to Cutler’s presence? The Broncos did pick up Javon Walker, but as you can tell by his exit out of Green Bay, the guy wants to be the man. Rod Smith is the man on the Broncos. Plus Walker is coming off the knee injury. 

Grade: A- (Good depth, a nice high risk/reward player combined with an adequate backup)

RB: LaMont Jordan and Brian Westbrook (keeper)
Mike Bell (5th Round) – A guy who could be a 1,500 yard rusher. The coaches like him, his competition has failed to seize the job, and Shanahan likes to show that his system is so great that anybody can step in and rush for over a thousand yards. A solid bench option, not taken too early, and could step into Scott’s starting lineup and put up some killer numbers. Of course, you have to be concerned with the mind games Shanahan likes to play.
Mike Anderson (9th Round) – The man who held Mike Bell’s position last year. He’s a tough runner, good around the goal line, but currently behind Jamal Lewis on the depth chart. However, Lewis is hurt (hip) and is not the same dominant player he was 2 years ago. He could see some playing time during the season, but look out for Musa Smith.  

Grade: A- (Overall)

WR: Reggie Wayne (3rd Round) – He was ok for Scott last year, but he should be even better this year. I see more passing for Indy, and a lot more looks for Wayne. The games best #2 WR is a solid #1 fantasy WR. 

Santana Moss (4th Round) – I have my doubts about Santana. He has a history of alternating good years with bad years. He had a great year last year and is what you would call a “burner”. But I don’t like Brunell. The additions of Lloyd and Randle El will cut into his looks and Moss really faded as the season went along. He’ll still be a good fantasy player and as a #2 on Scott’s team that’s good enough. Expect to see at least three trick plays were Randle El passes to Moss.

Laveranues Coles (7th Round) – He may play for the Jets and have a guy named Chad throwing to him, but he is still the teams #1 WR and gets a ton of catches (PPR!!!). A good #3 fantasy WR, who will produce enough week in and week out.

Dante Hall (11th Round) – Another “burner” who is always good for about 3-4 kick/punt returns for TD’s. He’ll put up points with all the return yards, but is not used much as a wideout and will be used even less now that Herm Edwards is calling the (run) plays.

Jabar Gaffney (12th Round) – (Was dropped) Potentially could have been the #2 WR for the Eagles. Then they traded for Donte, thus rendering his useless and worthless.

Mark Bradley (14th Round) – A nice sleeper pick late. I liked him last year when he showed some flashes before going down with an injury. He is a decent gamble this late to put up a decent catch total if the Bears ever figure out this thing called passing. 

Grade: B+ (Would be an A if you kept Chris Chambers. I’m horrible. I know) 

TE: LJ Smith (8th Round) – A guy I really liked before the Donte Stallworth trade. Now I see his touches going down slightly, but he’s still one of Donovan’s favorite targets. Good value where he took him. Still a top 10 TE.

Grade: B

K: Jay Feely (15th Round) – Much respect to Scott for knowing who Michael Koenen was. I’m sorry I took him. If I was a nice guy, I would have just picked up Stephen Gostkowski. But I’m not nice. Feely is still a solid kicker who plays for a good offensive team. This is why you wait until the 15th Round for a kicker. 

Grade:  B

DEF: Denver (13th Round) – Other than the big dogs (Al Wilson, DJ Williams, and Champ Bailey) the defense is subpar. But those three guys are monsters and make this a top 12 defense. Bailey is always good for a few TD returns.

Grade: B

Bench: Solid backups at all positions. Good depth.

Strengths: RB, QB

Weaknesses: None (and it was very difficult for me to write that)

Keys to Success: His team is similar to last year’s 12-1 playoff team. I see a similar regular season for Scott. He just needs to hope Westbrook and Culpepper stays healthy at the end of the season, because that’s what killed his playoff chances last year.

Overall Grade: A (The clear cut regular season front-runner. Notice how I wrote “regular season”).

