Born To Run My Mouth – Rich Kiss

Favorite moment of the weekend involving Rich Kiss was when we went on and on for about ten minutes about how Rich saved nine children and dogs during Hurricane Katrina. The guy is a hero and the women are fools for believing us…

Second favorite moment was after Sue and Noelle called and said they would be coming up. Jason and I were excited and anxiously awaiting their arrival. Rich calls it a night and leaves to go to the other room (2008). Several minutes later, the door knocks. Jason and I jump up. I rush to open the door, while Jason tries to figure out whether it would be cooler if he sat or stood. So I look through the peephole, hoping to see two ladies. Instead I see Rich laughing his ass off saying, “You thought I was them didn’t you?” 

QB – Tony Romo

A good pick getting one of the better 3rd tier QB’s after the top six went off the board relatively quickly. Romo is not without his question marks, but playoffs aside, the man was one of the better QB’s the second half of the season (just ask Nick or watch his game on Thanksgiving). He definitely has the weapons in T.O., Glenn, Witten, and Crayton. And even Barber is a decent option out of the backfield to catch some balls. I think Romo will put up similar numbers to Rivers, Cutler, and Hasselbeck; all of whom were taken around the same time. So overall, solid pick grabbing the QB for the NFC East favorites. Apparently, Rich is so confident in Romo that he didn’t even bother picking up a backup. I think his actual quote was, “Backup, we don’t need no stinking backup. Backups are for bitches.”
Grade: B+

RB – Shaun Alexander (keeper), Willis McGahee, Reuben Droughns, Maurice Morris, Dominic Rhodes, and Mike Anderson. 

Solid keep in S.H.A.U.N. I think the guy will bounce back nicely off an injury plagued year (no more Madden curse). He’s a top 5 RB no matter how you spin it. Not a bad keeper for someone who finished in 12th place last year. McGahee is a solid pick in the first round. He’ll have a good year thanks to a change of scenery. Running behind Jonathan Ogden is always a good thing, and I can see the team defense getting a lot of turnovers allowing McGahee to run it in from short yardage. I foresee a lot more TD’s than McGahee is used to scoring. Rich’s bench RB’s are deep, but nothing spectacular. Sure, if something were to happen to the starters on those teams, then he would have the guy that steps right in and takes over (Droughns and Rhodes). However, Rhodes is out the first four weeks. As for Morris and Anderson, Rich obviously believes in handcuffing his guys. I’m not sure which way to go on this. I think it’s important to do that, because you can never be too careful (I’m sure I’ll be kicking myself for not taking Brian Leonard). But we have far too few bench spots to use up on two backups to our backups. 

Grade: B (A for starters, C for bench…I took the average).

WR – TJ Houshmandzadeh (keeper), Hines Ward, Terry Glenn, Devin Hester, and Steve Smith.

Rich once again made the right choice to keep Housh over Colston. I’m sure a lot of people thought he would stay true to his N.O. comrade, but you never let personal attachments come into play in fantasy football. Housh is a much safer keep that Colston. He gets a ton of catches and I have a feeling Cincy will be throwing the ball a lot this year (their defense is downright putrid, which reminds me – I should go pick them up). I could argue Housh is better Chad, but I won’t for now. Ward is a solid pick for a #2 fantasy WR. Pitts will pass a lot more often this year and Ward is always good for at least 70 catches, 950 yards, and 6 TD’s. Glenn was a bit of a reach considering there were still other receiving options available, who are not their teams #2 wideouts nor have the injury concerns. His top three WR’s consist of only one guy who is his teams #1 WR. No matter how you slice it, Housh and Glenn still have to share with Chad and T.O. Hester was a bit of a reach, but he is a breathtaking force on the field. If he does get looks at WR, which combined with his ability to return kicks/punts, could make him the new incarnate of Dante Hall. And when Hall was at his peak, he was worthy of a roster spot. Put it this way, everybody had Hester on their list of guys to draft late. Rich just beat everyone to the punch. Lastly, we have the other Steve Smith. He has had a good minicamp; reports are he catches everything, which helps a lot since Eli is the one throwing the balls. But he’s still a #3 WR on the team (4 if consider Shockey) and only has value if/when Plax or Amani go down.

Grade: B-
TE – Eric Johnson

Everyone is calling this the steal of the draft. I’m not so sure, because Johnson is injury prone. If Johnson makes it through the whole season, then anything is possible. He has the talent, is on a high powered offense, and the QB raves about him. He was taken late, so he’s not so much of a gamble. He’s good value for where he was taken and I’ll trust Rich when he says he has inside information. Remember the last time Rich got inside information about a TE doing major work in the N.O. preseason it was a guy named Marques Colston (even though he wasn’t really a TE) and that worked out pretty well for him.

Grade: B+

K- Adam Vinatieri

Like Jay said in his draft recap, Vinatieri is the best kicker in the game, but not the best fantasy kicker. You don’t get extra points for kicking in the snow, or with two minutes left in the game. So the 11th round was way too early to draft a guy who best case scenario, finishes in the top 5 at his position.

Grade: B- (kicker is a B, draft position is a C+…average)

DEF – Chicago

I like this pick even if some think it’s way too early. I believe there are two defenses that separate themselves from the rest of the pack: Baltimore and Chicago. Both are worthy of mid round picks. The question will be how important was Ron Rivera to Chicago’s defensive scheme? Or was it all Lovie Smith? Throw in the fact that the defense will be missing Tank Johnson, maybe Lance Briggs (although unlikely, even if the guy is an idiot), and you just know that Mike Brown or Nathan Vassar is going to get injured midway through the season. Still with Urlacher roaming the middle and Hester on the return, you still have a top 2 defense.

Grade: A-

Player to Watch: Tony Romo. Is Romo legit or is he a one year wonder? Rich’s playoff hopes just may rest on the answer. 

Overall:

Rich has pretty good keepers for a team that didn’t make the playoffs. Depth is an issue, but as long as Rich doesn’t have Eli, Cadillac, or Keenan McCardell on his team he has to be happy. I think Rich surprises the league and mouths his way into the playoffs. If not, he deserves it for swimming through those cold waters for days while dragging those little children and dogs to safety. The man is a hero. A legend. 

Overall Grade: B

