BushMaroney07 – Josh Lukin
An amazing job with the blog. Nicely done.
QB – Carson Palmer and JP Losman
I think Josh and I had three birthdays within the time it took him to make his Palmer pick. So I guess we’re both turning 30 next. My how time flies, well except when you’re waiting for someone to make a draft pick. Anyway, what’s there not to like about Palmer. He’s a stud and an all around nice guy. That may not get you any extra fantasy points, but it jumps you up in my book. I think Cincy will be involved in a lot of shootouts and coming from behind a lot (their defense stinks), so Palmer will be throwing a lot. I also really like the Losman pick. I think he will be a viable starter in our league this year (look at what he did the last few games of last year), so to have him as your backup is pretty good insurance.

Grade: A-
RB – Reggie Bush (keeper), Laurence Maroney (keeper), and Michael Turner
Oh, so those were the two guys you were keeping. Out of the two, I think Bush is going to go bananas this year. He is a downright scary player and he has learned to limit the number of carries for losses. I say he goes for over 2,000 total yards, double digit scores, and a whole sportscenter full of highlights. I have my doubts about Maroney. I think he is one of three guys who have bust written all over them (the other two being LJ and Benson – trust me, one of these three will bust). But if Maroney plays as well as he did in flashes last year, then Josh has two solid RB’s for this year and next. But if Maroney does falter, Josh did not do himself any favors by drafting for bench RB’s. Turner is a fantastic player, he just doesn’t play enough. He’ll be a good keeper option for 2008. And if anything were to happen to LDT, then he would automatically become a fantasy stud. (Sidenote: Josh picked up Jesse Chatman, which could turn out to be the waiver wire pickup of the year).

Grade: B+ (Should be A-, but gets penalized for lack of depth)
WR – Marques Colston, Greg Jennings, Drew Bennett, Derrick Mason, Ashley Lelie, and Sidney Rice.
A lot of us have our doubts about Colston, but given where he was taken and who else was available, it was the right pick to make. Besides, minus the dreaded sophomore slump, what’s not to like? I mean the guy is the #1 receiver for the New Orleans Saints. Now if only this was his 3rd year. I think the Jennings pick was a bit of a reach. He’s not even the clear cut #2 receiver on his team anymore. But he does have 1,000 yard potential. I think someone on ESPN said it best; people are drafting him based on the team’s passing ability, not his ability. It’s just a big risk to take for a #2 fantasy receiver that doesn’t involve having him as a keeper. Out of all the receivers on his team, I actually like Bennett the most. I’d be really concerned if I were a Torry Holt owner and if anything were to happen to Holt, then Bennett would be the biggest beneficiary. Mason suffers from Keenan McCardell syndrome. So I’m not a fan of him anymore. Lelie suffers from being a crappy player. I’m not a fan of him either. But Sidney Rice could be a nice find. Despite being a rookie, he has good hands, and could find himself getting some playing time in the unsettled Minnesota receiving field. 
Grade: C+
TE – Heath Miller and LJ Smith
I think Miller is a guy on the rise. The new pass happy Pittsburgh offense will find ways to utilize Miller’s talents. He should definitely catch more than the 30 or so balls he caught last year. LJ was dropped for Jesse Chatman after the draft, which is fine. He wasn’t needed anyway.

Grade: B+
K – Matt Stover
Stover has been a solid fantasy kicker in the past, because the Ravens (led by Kyle Boller) could never get the ball in the end zone. But they sure came close, which meant lots of field goals for Stover. Not sure if that changes this year with McGahee replacing Jamal Lewis. But even if it does, Stover will still kick his fair share. 
Grade: B+
DEF – Baltimore
Baltimore was the first defense taken off the board and rightfully so. I think there will be a pretty significant difference between the Ravens defense and the #2 fantasy defense. I’m talking Antonio Gates difference. So I don’t mind that a middle round pick was used on them. 

Grade: A-
Player to Watch: Laurence Maroney. His name is in the title. He better perform like it. If he doesn’t, well BushChatmanTurner07 just doesn’t have the same ring. 
Overall: 

He’s got studs at QB, RB (one definite, two possibly), and DEF. The question marks lie in his receiving core. If Colsten matches his 2006 season and someone else steps up, then Josh just might be the first Syracuse Alum to win the trophy.

Overall Grade: B+ (Receivers bring it down from a deserving A-)
