Five Second Stare – Jay Cantor
A few things on Jay

1. It doesn’t really matter what I say or think here, Jay is the champ and showed last year that it doesn’t matter who your keepers are, you always have a chance in fantasy football. (PS – I think that was the greatest thing to happen to this league. It gives people hope when they don’t believe they have the best keepers. Now you can always say to yourself, “Hey, compared to Jay’s keepers in 2006, mine aren’t that bad.” It’s called positive thinking.)

2. It’s too bad we couldn’t do Jay-Z/Linkin Park “99 Problems” the mashed up version. We would have rocked “Planet Rose”. (See bottom).

3. Thanks for initiating the “Happy Birthday” singalong. I had a feeling for a second; that I was going to have to sing to myself. 

4. Good luck with the upcoming school year.
5. Strathairn forever…

QB – Matt Hasselbeck, and Brett Favre.
I like the Hasselbeck pick. I think he got good value, since people were down on him after a subpar year. But Hasselbeck has a history of being insanely productive in odd years (don’t hold me to that claim; I didn’t look it up to check). I think he’ll have a solid year and Branch and Hackett owners will be very happy. And as always, Jay once again has Favre on his roster. Jay must be a big fan of “There’s Something About Mary”. Favre is a decent backup and will go down slinging until he dies. 

Grade: B+
RB – Cedric Benson (keeper), Adrian Peterson (MIN), LaMont Jordan, Adrian Peterson (CHI), and Michael Pittman. 
Benson was the right keep. Everything is lined up for him to succeed. He plays for a contending team that traded away his main competition. Has enough experience and showed flashes of talent. The question is will he actually do anything with it. A lot of people are crying that the Bears traded away the wrong guy. But for now, Benson is the guy and handcuffing him with the other Adrian Peterson makes it a little bit of a safer choice. But the guy I really like is the Adrian Peterson. The guy who made the nasty spin move against the Jets. The guy who will be the man in Minnesota by week six. Just don’t expect it before week six, until then Chester Taylor will still get some carries. I like the LaMont Jordan pick, at least for the first four weeks anyway. I could see LaMont for the first half of the season, then Adrian Peterson for the last half. I think Jay employed a similar strategy last year with Deuce and Fred Taylor (although he hoped it would be Benson). Lastly, we have another long time fav of the Stare: Michael Pittman. Reports are he is making a move to steal away carries from Cadillac. Plus, he’s always good for a few catches. I’ll be honest, I didn’t like the pick when Jay made it (we discussed this), but I like it now.
Grade: B
WR – Donald Driver (keeper), Plaxico Burress, Joey Galloway, DJ Hackett, and Mike Furrey.
The news about Driver has been good, but you never know with these types of injuries. Given Jay’s history with WR, I’d say there is reason to be concerned. He is still the most underrated receiver in fantasy football and if healthy, Jay can count on him week in and week out. Plax was the safe choice. You know he’ll catch double digit TD’s, he just doesn’t have the upside like some of the other sexy WR’s. Same goes with Galloway, another fav of Five (Jay is a very loyal guy). I think Galloway may fair better with Garcia at the helm. He’ll be at least more consistent then what he had to work with last year. Jay loves the Hackett pick and so do I. I was a bit surprised that he didn’t get picked a bit earlier, since reports are fantastic about him. I think he could out produce Deion Branch. Either way, he gives Jay solid depth and a nice 4th option to mix in and out. Furrey was great last year, one of the highlights of my season, but I don’t think he will come even close to repeating his performance from last year. His season last year reminds me of Brandon Stokely’s amazing year in 2004. But Stokely had injury problems and came nowhere near repeating the same numbers the following year. I think the same happens to Furrey.
Grade: A-
TE – Randy McMichael
I’m not sure what to think of McMichael. He reminds me of Marcus Pollard in some ways. A fairly reliable TE option for a few years, who then has a bad year, and winds up on a new team. People start speculating that the change of scenery will be good for him, but I think it’s more likely that the guy is just on the downhill of his career. Throw in the fact that there are too many options on the St. Louis offense and not enough balls to go around, so I think Jay could do better. After writing this, I read in SI how great a signing this was and that he could catch 80 passes. So again, back to my original thought. I’m not sure what to think of McMichael.
Grade: B-

K – John Kasay
Jay knows kickers like Brock knows Haiku (I know that doesn’t make sense, I just thought that was the funniest thing on the message board). Jay has a two year streak with picking excellent kickers (Rackers and Wilkens). But Kasay was dropped for Joe Nedney. I’m guessing Jay is just playing mind tricks on all of us, so I wouldn’t doubt Nedney being an elite K (if there is such a thing).  
Grade: B+
DEF – Philadelphia
Even with the loss of Jeremiah Trotter, the Eagles D will be fierce yet again. Dawkins is a fantastic leader and you can expect them to finish in the top 7 or 8 defenses by the end of the year. Just like always.

Grade: B+
Player to Watch: Cedric Benson. Jay needs Benson to be two things. 1. Worthy of being kept. 2. A clear cut #1 fantasy RB. You have to like the situation he is presented with (he will get a ton of carries, a great defense, and a questionable quarterback). And if things don’t work out, Jay did the smart thing by handcuffing his backup as insurance. Although mark my words. You heard it hear first. Watch out for Garrett Wolfe. I think he’s going to make a huge splash this year and will be the true fantasy sleeper of the year (somebody on nobody’s radar, well except mine). By the way, if I am right and Wolfe is this year’s Maurice Jones-Drew, then I expect to receive 100% credit. Yep, I’m a credit whore. 
Overall: 

Well, Jay is already off to a better start than last year’s championship winning team, since he couldn’t keep Nate Burleson. But I’m not sure if that is a good or bad thing, considering he won the whole damn thing last year. I’ll go on record as saying it’s a good thing. As long as Benson repeats Thomas Jones’ productivity and Driver is good to go, then I see another playoff run for the Stare. I just wonder if the league can handle more of this.
Overall Grade: B
And just for kicks…here are the lyrics for Jay Z’s original version of “99 Problems”.

If you havin girl problems I feel bad for you son
I got 99 problems, but a bitch ain't one

I got the Rap Patrol on the gat patrol
Foes that wanna make sure my casket's closed
Rap critics that say he's "Money, Cash, Hoes"
I'm from the hood stupid, what type of facts are those?
If you grew up with holes in your zapper toes
You'd celebrate the minute you was havin dough
I'm like fuck critics, you can kiss my whole asshole
If you don't like my lyrics, you can press fast forward
Got beef with radio if I don't play they show
they don't play my hits - well I don't give a shit, SO!
Rap mags try and use my black ass
So advertisers can give 'em more cash for ads, fuckers!
I don't know what you take me as
Or understand the intelligence that Jay-Z has
I'm from, rags to riches, niggaz I ain't dumb
I got 99 problems, but a bitch ain't one - hit me!

99 problems but a bitch ain't one
If you havin girl problems I feel bad for you son
I got 99 problems, but a bitch ain't one - hit me!

The year is ninety-four, in my trunk is raw
In my rearview mirror is the motherfuckin law
Got two choices y'all, pull over the car or (hmm)
bounce on the Devil, put the pedal to the floor
And I ain't tryin to see no highway chase with Jake
Plus I got a few dollars, I can fight the case
So I, pull over to the side of the road
"Son do you know why I'm stoppin you for?"
Cause I'm young and I'm black and my hat's real low
Or do I look like a mindreader sir? I don't know
Am I under arrest or should I guess some mo'?
"Well you was doin fifty-five in the fifty-four;
license and registration and step out of the car -
are you carryin a weapon on you? I know a lot of you are"
I ain't steppin out of shit, all my papers legit
"Well do you mind if I look around the car a little bit?"
Well my glove compartment is locked, so is the trunk in the back
And I know my rights, so you gon' need a warrant for that
"Aren't you sharp as a tack! You should try out
for lawyer or somethin, somebody important or somethin"
Child I ain't passed the bar, but I know a little bit
Enough that you won't illegally search my shit
"Well we'll see how smart you are when the canine comes"
I got 99 problems, but a bitch ain't one - hit me!

99 problems but a bitch ain't one
If you havin girl problems I feel bad for you son
I got 99 problems, but a bitch ain't one - hit me!

99 problems but a bitch ain't one
If you havin girl problems I feel bad for you son
I got 99 problems, but a bitch ain't one - hit me!

Now once upon a time, not too long ago
A nigga like myself had to strongarm a hoe
This is not a hoe in the sense of havin a pussy
But a pussy havin no God damn sense, try an' push me
I try to ignore him, talk to the Lord
Pray for him, but some fools just love to perform
You know the type, loud as a motorbike
But wouldn't bust a grape in a fruit fight
And only thing that's gon' happen is I'ma get to clappin and
he and his boys gon' be yappin to the Captain
And there I go, trapped in the Kit-Kat again
Back through the system with the riff-raff again
Fiends on the floor, scratchin again
Paparazzis with they cameras, snappin them
D.A. try to give a nigga shaft again
Half a mill' for bail cause I'm African
All because this fool was harassin them
Tryin to play the boy like he's saccharin
But ain't nuttin sweet bout how I hold my gun
I got 99 problems B and a bitch ain't one - hit me!

99 problems but a bitch ain't one
If you havin girl problems I feel bad for you son
I got 99 problems, but a bitch ain't one - hit me!

99 problems but a bitch ain't one
If you havin girl problems I feel bad for you son
I got 99 problems, but a bitch ain't one - hit me!

.. Whoo! Whoo! Uh, uh
Havin girl problems I feel bad for you son
I got 99 problems and a bitch ain't one, ha ha!
You crazy for this one Rick! It's your boy!
