Maryland Fighting Blue Crab – Gregg Moore

I don’t know why I bother writing one for Gregg. If he doesn’t read it and everyone else in the league only reads their own teams, then this is just a colossal waste of time. But I have to be fair. There are 14 teams. So there will be 14-team analysis (well 13 discounting my own).  

QB – Peyton Manning (keeper) and Brady Quinn

Peyton is the best QB in reality and fantasy. There really is nothing more to say about him. I like the Quinn pick. I was eyeing him myself. I think he’ll take over the starting job around October and do pretty well. Well enough to be a bye week replacement. I would imagine Gregg taking a more stable backup, but who really needs one when Peyton is your guy. How many games has Peyton missed in his career? Enough said.

Grade: A

RB – Julius Jones, Jamal Lewis, Ladell Betts, and Musa Smith

At first glance this foursome looks like a solid RB core. That is if I was looking at someone’s bench. But try and find two solid starters in this bunch and see how long it takes before you start scratching your head. I mean Jones splits carries and is not the main goal line guy on the team. Not the qualities you want in a #1 back. Jamal Lewis is running with a chip on his shoulder, but he is definitely not the same guy from his 2,000 yard season. He’s a step slower and playing behind a suspect offensive line. Again, not qualities you want in your #2 back. Out of the four, I may like Betts the most. But that’s all dependent on the health of Portis. And I’m not even going to comment on the last guy. He’s not worth the time and energy. I know I’m ripping Gregg’s RB’s apart, but I will say this on a positive note. Remember that this was the same situation Greg had last year. And Marion Barber came out of nowhere. So you never know. 

Grade: D

WR – Chad Johnson (keeper), Terrell Owens, Kevin Curtis, Isaac Bruce, and Bobby Wade.

Ocho Cinco is a top 3 wideout, arguably the best. So that’s a plus. T.O. was a bit of a shock, given the RB’s still on board. But Gregg wanted to make sure he had studs at the WR position and got it. Nobody may like T.O., but we all wouldn’t mind having him on our fantasy teams. Curtis is a solid #3 option. The guy will catch a ton of passes from McNabb and might even outplay Reggie Brown. Bruce is older and slower, but he’s still good for 70 catches. Just don’t expect many TD’s. And I like Bobby Wade. It seems that Tarvaris Jackson looks his way a lot, so he should get a decent amount of catches. Not bad for a 5th wideout. Overall, a solid group. Gregg has to hope it’s enough to overcome his RB deficiencies.

Grade: A-

TE – Benjamin Watson and Alge Crumpler
Another guy who took 2 TE’s. Both are solid options and could start on anybody’s team. But I still don’t know if it’s necessary to draft two TE’s, especially with the lack of depth his team has at RB. Crumpler may have a down season with Vick gone, but I think you’ll see similar stats. And Watson is insanely talented, but you just don’t know how many balls will be thrown his way with so many options on the N.E offense. At least Gregg doesn’t have to worry about a bye week replacement.

Grade: A-

K- Robbie Gould

Hey, he was money for him last year. Why not roll the dice on him again? The Bears have potential to score a lot of points (especially with help from that defense and return game). That makes Gould a solid kicker.

Grade: B+

DEF – Denver

The corners (Bly and Bailey) are sick. I can’t see many people passing on this team. But the front four is not that good. So I can see a lot of teams running all over them. Especially with the season ending injury to Ebenezer Ekuban. 

Grade: B-

Player to Watch: Clinton Portis. I know he isn’t on Gregg’s team, but if he gets hurt and Betts duplicates last year’s stats, then Gregg’s weakness may not be so weak after all. The Redskins do have a good offensive line, especially with the trade for Pete Kendall.

Overall: 

Gregg started off nicely with Peyton and Chad. A stud QB and a stud WR. Adding TO to the mix helped, but I think he would have been better off getting a solid RB (Peterson, Thomas Jones, Edge, or Lynch). The difference between TO and say Hines Ward is not as great as the difference between Julius Jones and Thomas Jones. I think Gregg will be one of many actively searching for any RB’s on the waiver wire. He better hope he finds one first.

Overall Grade: C+

