New Jersey Jacobins – Dave Allocco

A few things:

1. Dave still has a headache. 

2. Nobody in the league can pull off a one-liner like Dave. The man is funny; you have to give him that.   

3. Dave is the only guy I know who did little/no research, and drafted solely on the basis of a fantasy magazine he bought. I think the only draft choice he didn’t make based on the magazine was because of some personal affection he had for a recent Rutgers grad. 
4. We’ve decided that Dave’s bachelor party will be taking place at the Casbah, where we plan on dancing till dawn. Or at least for one hour before we leave dejected and annoyed.  

QB – Donovan McNabb (keeper) and Jon Kitna

I think keeping McNabb over Moss was a lose/lose situation. Both had major concerns coming into the season. But given the choice between the two, I think Dave made the right one. McNabb has shown that he can put up just as many points, if not more, than the other big QB’s (Peyton, Brees, Palmer, Brady, and Bulger). I’ve seen people compare McNabb to Culpepper and to Palmer (both coming off knee surgeries in 2006). One faltered badly, the other showed no after effects. Whichever way McNabb falls will go a long way in determining if D.A. goes back to the playoffs or the lottery. Given that, Dave made a good move in picking up Kitna as a backup. Kitna could start on half the teams in our league. He has serious weapons, but he also has a bad case of fumbleitis. But at least Dave knows he can fill the QB spot if anything were to happen to McNabb.

Grade: A-

RB – Travis Henry, Marion Barber III, Brian Leonard, and Correll Buckhalter. 

Henry was a solid pick at #4. I would have gone with Jones-Drew, but that’s just me. People are predicting a 2,000-yard season for Henry. Not out of the question, but I think 1,300 is more likely. Of course that is barring injury. Funny tidbit about Travis Henry. Did you know he has 9 illegitimate children with 9 different women? He’s 28 year’s old. To put that in perspective. There are 14 league members with an average age of 27-28 and none of us has kids. Travis has almost one for each and everyone of us. Henry and his kids could start their own fantasy football league. Amazing…

Sorry, I got sidetracked there. Moving on. Barber III was a TD machine last year and was huge for Gregg’s team. But I’m not sure if you can expect another 16 TD season. Especially, since I’m not sure how the new coaching regime in Dallas plans on using Barber and Julius Jones. Leonard could be a huge steal. All he needs is one injury and he’s a fantasy stud. I think he’s the 2nd best backup in the game (after Michael Turner). No matter what, he will get some carries and even some passes. He’s just too talented for the Rams not to utilize him in some way. Finally, we have Gregg’s favorite player: Correll Buckhalter. I don’t see him doing much work this year even if Westbrook gets hurt. Tony Hunt has really come on strong and is the goal line back. I’d imagine he’d get most of the workload in case of injury.

Grade: C+

WR – Andre Johnson (keeper), Darrell Jackson, Ronald Curry, Dwayne Bowe, and Michael Jenkins.

I’ve had a special place in my heart for Andre Johnson ever since I traded for him a couple of years ago. The guy is a catch machine (100 passes from Carr, which is unbelievable. I think David Carr only had 110 passes completed all last year) and a dangerous deep ball threat. If Schaub is as good as people think he is, then I see a bump up in stats. I’m not a fan of Darrell Jackson. He drops the ball way too much and gets hurt a lot. But he did score double digit TD’s last year and S.F. has a pretty good offense. I guess he’s adequate as a number 2-fantasy receiver. But I wouldn’t be surprised to see him miss a few games. I also wonder why Seattle would trade him to a division rival. Either they know something we don’t or they really wanted to get rid of him. Curry is a nice pick. If he wins the job over Porter as the team’s #1, then he could be a huge steal. But I still think Porter will be the man and Curry also has a history of injuries. Bowe could be among the best WR rookies, but that’s not saying much. Especially when you consider K.C. passing attack. As for Jenkins, I’m shocked that he caught 7 TD’s last year. I didn’t know Michael Vick threw 7 TD’s all season. But I guess Jenkins could do the same given the uncertainty in Atlanta’s wide receiving core. Overall, some nice balance and depth.

Grade: B

TE – Todd Heap and Dallas Clark

Dave took the former Baltimore Tool. He’s been on Marc’s roster so many times; I thought for sure Marc would take him again instead of Tony G. Anyway, Heap is a top 3 TE and you can put him down for 75 catches, 800 yards, and 6 TD’s. Throw in Clark as a solid backup who always manages to find the ball somehow, and Dave has a solid TE combo. But I’m not so sure he really needs 2 TE’s. That didn’t work out too well for him last year. 

Grade: A-

K- Nate Keading

I think at the end of the season, Keading will be the #1 kicker in fantasy. I’m surprised he wasn’t taken earlier. I’d rather have him than Graham or Vinatieri. But he is a kicker; there will most likely be very little separately these guys at the end of the season. 

Grade: A-

DEF – Miami

They have arguably the best defensive player in the league (Taylor) and signed a marquee guy in Joey Porter. But the question remains, are they too old? Miami always has a good defense, but one of these years you just know that will fade (see Tampa Bay). But if Taylor is as good as he was last year, he could single-handedly carry this defense.

Grade: B+

Player to Watch: Donovan McNabb. If he goes down, so does the Jacobins. If he plays 16 games, put it in the bank…playoffs.

Overall: 

I like the depth and his squad reads nice when you put it on paper. But there is little depth at RB. Lots of injury concerns with three of his top five players (McNabb, Henry, and Jackson). In the end, I think Dave will miss not having Tiki more than the Giants. 

Overall Grade: B

