Nomads in the Deep – Navid Sadri

I will not be writing any little, quirky commentary for Navid. Apparently, I’m too sensitive and appreciative for Navids’ taste. So I’ll just get right into his analysis.

QB – Marc Bulger and Ben Roethlisberger
Bulger is the 5th or 6th best QB depending on how you rank McNabb’s 10 games of excellence versus Bulger’s 16 games of consistency. Either way, Bulger is arguably the last elite level QB and went off the board after the other 5 (McNabb, Peyton, Brady, Brees, and Palmer). It’s a good pick and Jay can attest to how valuable Bulger is. But I was a bit surprised to see Navid pick a QB so early. The key to Navid’s recent success has been his ability to wait on a QB like Hasselbeck or Brees (taken around the 10th round) and solidify his WR and RB core with his early picks. But Navid jumped on Bulger in the 4th round and went with a different draft strategy. I won’t knock it, because he was the best value at that spot. Just saying it was very un-Navid like. I like Roethlisberger and think he could be a starter on a lot of teams. I hear good things out of Pittsburgh camp and especially like the part where they plan on passing more. He has the weapons in Ward, Holmes, Miller, and Parker. Plus he didn’t get into any motorcycle crashes this offseason. All good signs.
Grade: A-
RB – Larry Johnson (keeper), Frank Gore (keeper), Ahman Green, and Kevin Jones.
LJ and Gore were the right guys to keep. However, I bet you won’t find one person who is comfortable having LJ on his roster. He reminds me of Shaun Alexander last year. You had to take him, but you didn’t really want to. Even disregarding the massive amount of carries he has had in the past two years, what concerns me the most is the fact that the once great offensive line at KC is gone. Will Shields retirement may signify the end of that era. But LJ is still an immense talent and although there will be a drop in production; he’s still a top 5 RB. I’m actually less concerned with Gore’s injury. I think the time off will help him as it rests him nicely for the start of the season. He is injury prone, dating back to his college career, but the guy catches a ton of passes. I do wonder if he will miss Norv Turner (like I think the rest of the S.F. offense will miss him). Green is a solid backup and could start on a couple of teams in our league. He won’t be great and the comparisons to Edge in 2006 (SI magazine) are pretty accurate. But he’s a solid bye week replacement and insurance in case anything was to happen to LJ or Gore. Lastly (and I updated this once news broke) KJ seems to be ahead of the recovery process and avoided being placed the dreaded PUP list. My guess is he will see limited work the first few weeks of the season, and then slowly see an increase in carries as he gets closer and closer to 100%. Then he’ll have a very good chance of being the starter again. I think there is a good chance we will be looking back at this pick and saying what a steal it was.
Grade: A-
WR – Javon Walker, Braylon Edwards, Eddie Kennison, Joe Horn, Peerless Price and Drew Carter. 
I still can’t believe it took Navid 30 damn minutes to pick Javon Walker with his 3rd round pick. Anyway, Walker is a legit #1 receiver and I can already see the beautiful 50 yard bombs being thrown his way by Jay Cutler. I do wonder how he handles the death of Darrent Williams though. I for one think it will inspire him and he will have a great season. Then again, he could have the mindset that football is just a game. You can’t blame him if he does. I can’t believe Braylon fell that far. He should have been taken right after me, if not by me. He’s so much better than the other WR’s taken and people will regret letting him pass. This is how Navid gets a good team. People in front of him make mistakes and take guys too early. And Navid always seems to be there to pick up the pieces (I’m just as guilty of this, if not more so). The biggest concern for Navid appears to be who will be his #3 WR. Kennison is the #1 on K.C., but he really isn’t (Tony G). Plus you know what you will get out of him. Nothing spectacular, but consistent productivity. Joe Horn was once great. Can he find the fountain of youth with a new team? I think he will and eventually he’ll step up and be Navids’ #3 wideout. But you never know with Atlanta receivers. Peerless Price is not going to do much out in Buffalo. Evans is the star out there and Price is nothing more than a guy who had one career year. Carter was a decent pick, since he seemed to have the #2 spot on Carolina locked up (not Dwayne Jarrett). But Navid dropped him for someone who I like as a real sleeper: Jacoby Jones. That guy is a receiving/returning threat.
Grade: B (Should be a C for the time it took to make the Walker pick)
TE – Chris Cooley
I’m a big fan of Cooley, especially after reading about him and his fantasy team in an article (for those of you who don’t know the story, Cooley had himself on his fantasy team a couple of years ago. He was in the championship finals in his league and that day he went out and scored 3 TD’s helping his team win the title and the real game). Cooley is a lock to score 6 TD’s and maybe more if the Redskin offense really hits its stride.
Grade: B+
K – Jeff Wilkens
Wilkens has been a top 10 fantasy kicker for years. He is a mainstay and a lock to produce. It helps that he plays indoors half the time and on an offense that can put up points in a hurry. 

Grade: B+
DEF – Jacksonville
I’ve always been a fan of the Jaguar defense, except they never get a lot of sacks and turnovers. They always seem to just keep their opponents to a low yardage total and point total (neither of which scores that heavily in our league). I’m not sure if the numbers support my theory, but I had them on my team one year and was always excited to see them limit their opponent to 10 points, but once I saw the game summary, I was disappointed because they only had 1 sack and/or 1 fumble recovered. 
Grade: B
Player to Watch: Larry Johnson. We all know the deal. If the 400 rule is in full effect, then Navid may have his first non-playoff team in years. If he defies the trend, then the sky’s the limit. 
Overall: 

I said this to him during the draft, but I think Navid had a very un-Navid like draft. In our league, Navids’ ability to draft a great team and pick talent, sleepers, and breakout guys is unsurpassed. But this year, Navid seemed off on his game. Maybe that explains why he took so long to pick some guys. If I was to guess what his mindset was, it would be that there just wasn’t that one guy he could pinpoint, but there were five or six guys with similar expectations and he couldn’t decide which one to take. 
Overall Grade: B+ (Should be an A-, but the grade gets lowered because I think we’re still waiting for him to make his 3rd round pick). 
