Nose – Jarrett Blass

I thoroughly enjoyed sitting next to Jarrett during this year’s draft, even if he was going to punch me in my face for touching his computer (once again I apologize JB). 

QB – Eli Manning

I think Jarrett is still kicking himself for making this pick. As is widely known by now, JB wanted Leinart, but then somebody picked him up right before him, thus ruining his entire draft plan. It seems that this one pick altered the future course of Jarrett’s draft. He didn’t pick the same the rest of the draft. He was visibly upset the rest of the weekend. And you just know when Eli has his first bad game; Jarrett will have something negative to say about it. Given that, I think JB might as well have waited another round or two to grab Eli or some other QB. Like Scott did. No point in taking somebody you don’t want if there isn’t much differentiating him from the next guy in your rankings. 

Grade: B-

RB – Marshawn Lynch, Jerious Norwood, Warrick Dunn, and Lendale White.

This is what happens when you don’t keep a RB and wait till the 4th round to draft one. But Lynch is not a bad guy to grab as your #1. It could have been much worse; he could have Julius Jones as his #1 back (Sorry Gregg, but it’s not like you read this anyway). I think Lynch will have a great year and be rookie of the year, but everyone who read my draft bio knows that. I say mark him down for 1,400 total yards and 6TD’s. However, he has looked far from impressive in the preseason. You just never know with rookies. Everyone also knows I have a mancrush on Norwood. He was my team MVP last year (although it was meant as more of a joke). But stepping back from my mancrush for a moment, let’s be realistic. Norwood’s buzz has faded since the beginning of the preseason. He is one of the candidates for a breakout year among RB’s, but things do not seem to be falling into place for him. Dunn is back and healthy from offseason back surgery. That combined with the fact that Norwood was sick and missed a few weeks of preseason, has allowed Dunn to get back into the mix and possibly remain the starter. This is why handcuffing Dunn with the next pick was a smart move. At least JB has both guys, let’s just hope one of them steps up and takes the majority of the carries; otherwise it’ll be a nightmare deciding who to play each week. White is a good value pick at the end of the draft. Tennessee desperately wants LenDale to be the main ball carrier, he just refuses to step up and take it. Maybe they should make him imagine the ball is a giant doughnut. Hey, it worked for Homer Simpson. 

Grade: C+

WR – Torry Holt (keeper), Anquan Boldin (keeper), Steve Smith, Muhsin Muhammad, Sir Terrence Cooper, Bryant Johnson, and Chris Henry.

Everyone raves about the big 3 WR and this is definitely the strength of JB’s team. But are they good enough to overcome the weaknesses at QB and RB? JB better hope Big Game Torry Holt’s injury is not that severe. Even if it’s not, Holt and Smith can have bad games. They aren’t the most consistent players anymore. There were times last year were one or both would have 2 catch days for 30 yards. That can’t happen this year. Jarrett basically needs all 3 guys to go for at least 6 catches, 100 yards, and a TD to have any chance on a given week. If not, then he’s screwed. 
I love Holt, but he’s not a young guy anymore. At some point everyone declines. I also really like Boldin, but he never catches TD’s. He is a catch machine, but 4 TD’s doesn’t cut it. As for Smith, I’m not so sure if he can have that great year with Delhomme passing him the ball. The bench is decent. Muhammad was a nice value pick; he is still the #1 guy in Chicago. Cooper is a bit of a reach, he’s one of many (Henderson, Meachem, Patten, and Moore) who are vying for some playing time in N.O. crowded wide receiving core. Bryant Johnson only has value if Fitz or Boldin go down. And for someone who lives for fantasy football and researches like a madman, how do you not know that Chris Henry is out for 8 weeks. Newsflash Jarrett, Pacman Jones and Michael Vick are suspended for the season. Don’t pick up either. 

Grade: A- (I still believe in Holt and he does have three top 10 ranked WR’s)

TE – Jeremy Shockey

You know what to expect from Shockey by now. A lot of trash talking, 60 catches, 700 yards, 5 TD’s, and a few hot chicks that he is banging on the side. Too bad you don’t get points for the last part (although that would be awesome, no?). After Gates, the next tier of TE’s are indistinguishable. So Shockey was good value and taken right about where he should have been.

Grade: A-

K – Shayne Graham

I don’t know the severity of the injury or if it was smart to draft him relatively early, but Graham does kick for a high scoring offense and has been a top 5 kicker the past 2-3 years. 

Grade: B

DEF – Seattle

Seattle is typically a top 10 rated defense, and most of us remember the game when they shellacked Oakland (I think?) on a Monday night and helped Jason’s team almost score 200 points for the week. It’s not a bad pick and I think after the top 4 defenses (Balt, Chi, N.E., and S.D) the rest of the top 10-12 defenses are all the same. 

Grade: B

Player(s) To Watch: Marshawn Lynch and Eli Manning. 
JB gets two because look at the two I listed. Lynch has not had a good preseason and a lot is riding on him. Lynch has to be #1 RB on this team. Otherwise, who is? And we all know about Eli. The weekend Leinart gets a 300-yard, 3 TD game, Jarrett just might jump out the window. Or at least write a cryptic post cursing the heavens. 
Overall: 

It’s been said as much as McLovin, but Jarrett’s team is dependent on two things. His WR’s being consistent and carrying him week in and week out, and any contributions that he can get from his RB’s. If one or both of his RB’s steps up and makes the leap into the top ten RB’s, then JB just might have a killer season. If not, he just might get killed. Or kill somebody. I’m just hoping to see if Jarrett makes the playoffs and loses in the first round again and finishes eighth. It’s going on two years running. 

Overall Grade: B-

