Shermtanks – Jason Sherman

This analysis is dedicated to Sue and Noelle. I don’t care if you rejected me; I still plan on calling you (Jason save the number) at next years draft and telling you to come down to AC and to bring 12 friends (No, not one for every league member. Jason and I plan on having 7 each). 

Sidenote: You know what would have been hilarious. If Jason kicked the rest of us out of room 2001, put a ROFFL sock on the door handle, and made us all sleep in Room 2008. 

I got to sit next to Jason during the draft and it was a pleasure. I just wonder what it would be like if Dave and Jason switched places for one draft day. Imagine if Dave had the computer program and Jason just had a fantasy magazine. Who would go crazy first? 

QB – Drew Brees and Rex Grossman

Brees is one of the top 4 QB’s in fantasy football and in my opinion a better play than Brady and Palmer. Brees plays indoors half the time and I think that makes a big difference. He’s a great way to start off your team. And I may be one of the few who believes that Grossman is a top 10 QB. At a minimum, he is a suitable one week replacement.

Grade: A-

RB – LaDanian Tomlinson (keeper), Willie Parker (keeper), and Chris Henry (not a keeper). 

This is hard to grade, because normally any team that has LDT should automatically get an A. I don’t care if Jason just played LDT alone each week; LDT is good enough to win the week by himself. He is the greatest fantasy player in football. He is what Albert Pujols, Kevin Garnett, and Sidney Crosby are to their respective teams. Throw in Willie Parker and you have arguably the nastiest 1-2 RB combo in the league, and both of them were keepers. The problem is Jason has no depth whatsoever. I’d rather have Chris Henry the WR than Chris Henry the RB, and the former is suspended for 8 weeks (you hear that Jarrett. He’s out 8 weeks). Tennessee’s Chris Henry is 3rd on the teams depth chart and figures to play very infrequently, if at all. Sure, things could happen and he could be a decent play if he somehow wins the starting job. But to bank your entire RB bench on that is not the smartest play. 

Grade: A- (A for keepers, F for bench, and yes that averages out to an A-. I’d make a great teacher)

WR – I’m sorry, but I don’t think Jason has any WR’s. Moving on…

TE – Vernon Davis

This is the guy I believe to breakout among the TE’s. I’ll think he’ll finish as the #2 ranked fantasy TE by the end of the year. And I said as much to Jason, who then convinced me to not draft him, only to take him with his next pick. Thanks Jason. I refuse to sit next to you again, ever. But you can be my wingman anytime. (I hope somebody got that joke)
Grade: B+

K – Olindo Mare

Mare could be the best kicker this year. He kicks indoors and for a high-powered offense. I just don’t know if Mare is the same kicker he was on Miami several years ago. This situation reminds me a lot of Ryan Longwell going from Green Bay to Minnesota last year. I know some people thought Longwell would be a steal last year, since he’d be kicking indoors. But that didn’t turn out too well. Then again, the Vikings are not the Saints. 

Grade: B

DEF – Carolina

Not a great pick in my opinion, but Jason defends his pick by saying the Panthers play the 22nd hardest schedule of the year. I guess that logic makes sense; I just don’t think you can put as much faith in how teams performed last year. But like I always say, defenses after the big 4 are a dime a dozen. Play the match-ups and hope you get lucky. That’s essentially what Jason is doing.
Grade: B-

Well, I think that’s it. Did I miss anything…

Calm down Jason. Relax. I wasn’t going to the leave the WR’s like that.

WR – Larry Fitzgerald, Mark Clayton, Jericho Cotchery, Brandon Jones, Brandon Marhsall, Patrick Crayton, and Amani Toomer.

The only team to carry 7 wideouts; has a mixed bunch. There are guys with lots of potential, a couple of 3rd year receivers, a couple of solid and consistent threats, and one old guy. Fitz is a solid #1. I’ve soured on him since he was the biggest rookie to come along since Randy Moss. He doesn’t seem to be able to reach Marvin or Chad like levels, but he’s still a top 10 guy who will probably finish with numbers similar to Lee Evans. I like Clayton and think he will have a big year. Derrick Mason is not the guy he used to be and the Ravens plan on passing a lot more this year. Cotchery is a consistent guy and will always give you a solid, productive game. I like the two Brandon’s and think that both will become viable starting fantasy receivers. For Jones, well somebody has to catch VY’s passes. And for Marshall, he has a good connection with Cutler and has had a fabulous preseason. Crayton could pan out if Glenn’s injury is worse than it seems. Plus you never know with T.O. But am I the only guy to hear that he is labeled “injury prone”. And Amani Toomer is well, old…

Grade: A- (for depth and potential)

Player to Watch: Vernon Davis. 
Davis could be the 2nd best TE in fantasy. If he is, then I see no weakness in Jason’s team. The rest of his starters consist of guys who have a proven track record. If Davis bombs or gets hurt, then it’s a major hole in his balanced team.
Overall: 

Once again, Jason is a front-runner for the championship trophy. He has a solid RB core, a top tier QB, lots of WR’s to play with, and a sleeper TE. All that combined make for arguably the most balanced team in the league and another runner-up season. Yes, I’m calling it. Jason finishes in 2nd again. 

Overall Grade: A-

