anit-trust – Nick Serrano

In all future articles I will refer to Nick as the Greg Maddux of this league. He’s cerebral, he wears glasses, and I bet Nick could say something like “Watch, I will make Jason do ______” and then go ahead and make it happen, just like Maddux makes hitters hit the ball wherever he wants them to. 

The Greg Maddux of this league showed his dedication by buying 78 prepaid calling cards and staying up until the sun came out, just to complete his draft. If you don’t appreciate that effort, then let me put it to you this way.

The Greg Maddux of this league drank 14 cups of coffee, shot himself with 2 doses of adrenaline, flew to Russia, gave his fiancé a kiss and a hug, and then flew right back to have breakfast with Kim Jong Il. And that was just in between the amount of time it took Navid and Josh to make their 3rd round picks.

QB – Vince Young and Matt Schaub 

I like Vince Young (especially his last name, although he spells it wrong), but I know I’m not the only one scared by the Madden Curse. Lets just say VY is healthy the whole year; he still has nobody to throw to and no clear cut starting running back behind him. True, that was the same scenario from last year, so what’s different? I guess the only difference is much higher expectations and a year for defenses to adjust. I’d like Vince Young a lot more if our league was setup like some other leagues (4 points for passing TD, but 6 for rushing TD). But you can’t deny his potential. He could finish the season as a top 5 fantasy QB. Now, I really like Schaub. I picked him up twice last year in hopes that Vick would get injured or at least found guilty of criminal charges (I guess I was a year early on that one). Schaub has the talent, but does he have the weapons or offensive line to be any better than David Carr was? That question alone makes him only a #2 fantasy QB. Not a bad backup though. 

Grade: B (Would be higher if not for the curse)

RB – Brandon Jacobs, Cadillac Williams, Fred Taylor, and Anthony Thomas.

I think everyone though Dave would take Jacobs, but Tiki’s heir fell to Nick and could be a TD machine. I think the Giants will give him every opportunity to be the man; Jacobs just has to prove that he can handle the workload and the pressure. If Jacobs does, then he’s a legitimate 1,200 yard and 10 TD back. Cadillac was one of the most frustrating players to own last year, but everyone thinks this is the year he finally lives up the hype. Alstott is out for the season, but what about Pittman? Michael Pittman looks like he will do his best to push Cadillac off the road. So still a lot of question marks for the Auburn product. Fred Taylor is a solid backup, but you still have to be concerned about his injury history. Taylor has been healthy for a couple of years now. One of these years, he will get hurt again and live up to his name: Fragile Freddie. Lastly, we have Anthony Thomas. Nick really loves taking the A-train (that sounds dirty). He’s good insurance in case Marshawn Lynch doesn’t pan out, which is becoming an increasing possibility if you read the latest news.
Grade: B

WR – Reggie Wayne (keeper), Vincent Jackson, Bernard Berrian, Troy Williamson, Reggie Williams, Joe Jurevicius. 

Wayne is a solid keeper and without a doubt, the best #2 wide receiver in the game. Better than most #1 wide receivers. If Marvin gets hurt, then Wayne automatically becomes the best fantasy wide receiver in the game. I really like Vincent Jackson, who I think is the 3rd year receiver that will make the biggest leap (I should have taken him instead of Calvin Johnson). Last year Jackson caught six TD’s, with increased playing time expect that number to jump up to at least nine. And I guess I am also the only one who really likes Bernard Berrian, because he fell pretty far in the draft. I’m sure a lot of people were scared away because of Rex Grossman, but Berrian has an insane deep ball connection with Grossman. Consider him a poor man’s Lee Evans. Troy Williamson’s value goes as Tarvaris Jackson’s value goes. He is a 3rd year WR, but he has to prove that he has cured his severe case of dropitis. Reggie Williams was a nice waiver wire find last year, but apparently he is stuck in a muddled group of Jacksonville WR (Jones, Northcutt, and Wilford all fighting for spots). I don’t see him duplicating last year’s stats and possibly even getting cut. Joe Jurevicius is primarily a red zone threat. He’ll score a few TD’s (then again, he does play for the Browns), but he won’t get many catches.

Grade: B+

TE – Antonio Gates

Not much to say here. Gates is the best. He’s the Chase Utley of football. And I love Chase Utley. So much so, that I drafted him 4th in one of my leagues (ahead of Arod – Pujols, Reyes, and Santana were taken first). Looking back, I don’t regret the choice at all. Utley is a beast, the best 2B in the game and I’m still in first place. What does that have to do with Antonio Gates or Nick’s team? Nothing. I just like to talk about myself and build up my ego. I’m also saying that Gates is worthy of keeping and is so far above and beyond the rest of his peers, that I’d draft him over some #1 WR’s.

Grade: A

K – Neil Rackers

Rackers was the man two years ago. Last year, not so much. He missed far too many kicks, but we don’t penalize for that stuff, so never mind. This year, he’ll be better thanks to Whisenhunt and Leinart, so I like this pick. Plus Rackers can kick the long field goals (not counting last season).

Grade: B+
DEF – Kansas City 

I’m sorry; I didn’t realize Kansas City had a defense. Excuse me while I look it up really quick. Just give me a second. Ok, I’m back. Yep, apparently they do have a defense. Just not a very good one. There are at least five defenses available better than them. This is one time where love for a team played a major part in his draft choice. (Please note that after writing this, I looked at K.C. schedule and maybe it’s not a bad choice after all. They have a pretty easy schedule. They don’t this guy the Greg Maddux of our league for nothing. Btw, is that nickname picking up steam yet?)
Grade: C+
Player to Watch: Vince Young. If VY is a top 5 QB, Greg Maddux makes the playoffs. If not, Greg Maddux better hope he finds this year’s Tony Romo.

Overall: 

Solid keepers in Wayne and Gates, good up and coming talent in Vince Young, Vincent Jackson and Berrian. He could do better on defense, but you never know. KC could be the incarnate of the Steel Curtain. Doubtful, but not impossible. 

Overall Grade: B (A+ for the dedication and time commitment)
