Shermtanks: Jason Sherman

Keepers: Willie Parker and Javon Walker. 

Solid set of keepers considering the man finished in last place. Willie Parker is a great #2 RB. Reports are that he will be getting the goal line carries, which was his only question mark. The yards will be there since the offense is run-oriented. If he can take back some of the TD’s Jerome Bettis took last year, he could find himself as a legit #1 RB. Walker is a bit of a risk coming off of knee surgery. Medical history says it takes roughly 1 ½ years to recover, so I will venture to say he is currently at 70-75%. I think he will be a bit slow coming out of the box, but once the knee gets stronger, he’ll be a solid #1 WR. He won’t match the numbers he reached in 2004 (when I of course had him and so brilliantly pegged him as the breakout receiver), but he’ll still be good for 70 catches, 1,000 yards, and 6-8 TD’s. Remember, he’s listed as the #2 on the Denver WR depth chart and they are not going to forget about Rod Smith. 

My prediction: I thought Jason would keep 2 RB’s (Kevin Jones), but he made the right move in locking up a RB and WR since he’d be able to get the other RB with his first pick.

Grade: B+ 

QB: Drew Bledsoe (10th round) and Mark Brunell (12th round)

Two old guys whose combined age is 70 years. That’s putting a lot of faith in these two veterans, but considering he was able to get Bledsoe in the 10th round, he didn’t do too bad. Bledsoe really fell due to some people being scared off by T.O., his age, and the division. Others simply had too many Cowboys. Which worked out well for Jason, since Bledsoe could pan out to be a steal. Problem is a lot will ride on the old, creaky shoulders of Bledsoe and that doesn’t give me much confidence considering the aforementioned reasons to be scared. Brunell had a good season last year, but has not looked good so far. The Redskin offense seems out of wack. He’ll be ok, since he’ll still have weapons to throw to, but Portis’ injury could determine his value. I would rather have taken Steve McNair.

Grade: B (only because he was able to wait until the 10th round). 

RB: LaDanian Tomlinson (3rd round) - I would have taken LDT first too over Shaun Alexander. LDT gets more catches and he is younger (greater keeper value). In addition, Shaun is coming off a career year. Rarely in fantasy football, does a player follow up a career record breaking year with an equal or better year. There is usually some small dip in the stats (and by dip, I mean, he’ll get 20 TD’s instead of 28). On the other hand, when a stud player has a bad year (LDT did by his standards) they usually bounce back to have their normal statistical season. So, while Shaun may out perform LDT, I see LDT’s numbers going up and staying consistent for the next 3 years (he is only 27, whereas Shaun turned 29 on 8/30 – same day as Josh). There is also the Madden curse if you believe that stuff (Marc Epstein sure does). 

Greg Jones (8th round) - Greg Jones was a real nice sleeper who could take his teams starting job. The injury was a blow, since a lot of us had him on our fantasy radar. 

Brandon Jacobs (9th round) - Jacobs is a nice goal line vulture who would have great value (keeper or otherwise) if/when Tiki gets hurt or retires.

Grade: A (I can’t fault him for the injury to Greg Jones)

WR: Matt Jones (4th Round) – One of the biggest hyped WR’s in the draft and the man with Brock’s favorite name. Jones really climbed the rankings once Jimmy Smith retired, but he is no true #1. He’s still learning the position and is really getting by on his freakish athletic abilities. I had him high on my list and really wanted him on my team, but people have their doubts. The occurrences of QB’s turned WR have been increasing lately, but none of them (Bennett, Randle-El) have become elite players. Jones does bring added value as a potential passing/rushing/receiving triple threat. Expect a lot of TD and a few trick plays tossed in.

David Givens (6th Round) – Another WR who has more value in our league (PPR) than standard leagues, Givens is a possession receiver in the mold of Keyshawn who might actually be the Titans #1 WR and not the aforementioned Drew Bennett. He’ll get you points consistently (about 8 a week) thanks to catches and yards, just don’t expect more than 5 TD’s for the season. Plus he has that lingering hammy thingy everyone seems to be catching these days. 

Troy Williamson (7th Round) – He could be huge or he could be a bust. Thanks to 

Koren Robinson problems, Williamson steps in as the potential #1 and deep threat receiver. The Vikings are conservative and like to do the dink and dunk passes, but they will air it out on occasion to mix it up. So expect a few games where he breaks out a long TD, but he’s still very raw and unpolished, so expect a few 3 catches for 25 yard games.

Greg Jennings (13th Round) – A nice sleeper pick that everyone should know if they did there research. Jennings could see some action on a weak Green Bay receiving core (outside of Driver) and taking into account Robert Ferguson gets hurt a lot and Green Bay will be throwing a lot when it is getting blown out game after game, and you could see some nice garbage stats.

Grade: B (A lot of young guys and no reliable veteran brings down the grade a bit).

TE: Tony Gonzalez (5th Round) – There are two ways to look at TG. He’s either a guy who has fallen off his perch as the best at his position, and after so many years dominating the league is finally starting to fall down and show his age. Or he had one down year and was slept on by many a league owner. I think it’s the former and I think the 5th Round is too early to take him. Not because he would have fallen or because he doesn’t deserve to be picked there, I just think that the tight end position is not what it was 2-3 years ago, where there was a huge drop off from the top. The mid-tier guys (Alge, Witten, Watson) are not that much a difference in terms of production and can be had in later rounds. 

Grade: B+
K: Jason Elam (15th Round) - A solid, consistent kicker who can kick the 60 yarders and plays on a winning team. 
Grade: B

DEF: Seattle (11th Round) - A top 5 Defense (#1 if they got to play Philly every week). They have some good players at LB (Totupa) and CB (Trufant). They play in a bad division and have a decent schedule for a Super Bowl loser. 

Minnesota (14th Round) - A nice sleeper. Has really come on lately, led by Fred Smoot. The injury to LB Greenway hurt, but a solid (albeit unnecessary) #2 Defense.

Grade: A- (I’m not a fan of the drafting two Defense theory, but I do like Minnesota)

Bench: Some decent depth at WR, RB and Defense. Don’t like the QB, but not a bad job overall. 

Strengths: RB, Def

Weaknesses: Nothing glaring, but could be QB and some rough weeks at WR

Keys to Success: Drew Bledsoe meshes with T.O. and cuts down on turnovers. One of his sleeper WR’s comes through. Jason has a playoff team, but if Drew, Matt Jones, and Javon play to expectations, he’s got another runner-up team.

Overall Grade: B+ (He doesn’t get the A b/c he had the #1 pick and because he’s Jason Sherman.)

Breaking News: Jason just got writer’s block and “By the Numbers” will be postponed for weeks one through seventeen.

